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it, because there, is plenty of room for it else-where. The closure.of the street will-not in-
terfere with the trafil; which will merely be

-diverted to another road near, the water.
The plan will show what is proposed and in
what manner the traffic will be deviated.

Mr. 'Smith: What is the reason for closing
the road?

The PREMIER: The reason is that it runs,
into a dead cud.

Mr. Smith: We do not close all roads that
run into dead ends.

The PREMIER: I am mire the House will
agree to close this road. It is necessary
that there should be quietness near the Su-
preane Court.

Ron. 1M. 0. Anigwin: Is this a Governmnent
roadT

The PREMIER: No, it is a public road
200 yards in length.

Mr. Smith:- Have there been any complaints
about noisel

The PREMIER: There have been com-
plaints. We only propose to close this road
to heavy traffic, not to pedestrians. The
portion which is at present a road will be
added to the gardens, which will thus have
their area extended to that part of the fore-
shore now being improved. The grounds
are largely used by the general public, and
will be of considerably greater value for
recreation. purposes. The road has only been
used so far by motor cais and brewvers'
carts.

Mr.. MAunsie: Did the brewers' carts use it
to supply the Supreme Court with beer?

The PREMTIER: If hion. members halve
any doubt about the wisdom of closing the
road I would like themn to visit the locality
and see what is 'going on there. I san sure
they will be satisfied that the enlarged
grounds will be an advantage. The only' in-
convenieiice will he that caused to those who-
$formerhy d1rove over the road with heavy
vehicles.

Mr. Foley.: Black MNaria will have to go a
bit further.I

The PREMIER: Of course. quietness must
be observed in the vicinity of the Supreme
Court. There were complaints a little while
back *about the noises that were going on in
connection with a Fair which was held on
the grounds in the vicinity of the Supreme
Court. -

Mr. Smith: Those Fairs will continue just
the same from time to time.

Bon. W. C. Angwia: Tell us about the
other road ieferred to in the Bill.

The PREMIER.: I have ref erred to four.
Hon. W. C. A~ngwin: There are five pro-

posals in the Bill.
The V.REMKhIR: I shall lay the plans oil

the Table of the House and when the Bill is
in Committee I shall girehlon. members any
further information they may desire.

On motion _by- Hon. W. C. Angwin debate
adjournled.

. Hotise adjourned at 10.88 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION-WHEAT FOR LOCAL-
CONSUMPTION.

Mr. TROY (without notice) asked the
Honorary Minister: What quantity of wheat
WAS required for local consumption and seed
in Western Australia last year?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied., I
ani not in a position to answer that questioni
.withiout notice.

QIJESTIONS 1LAKESIDE FIREWOOD
COMCPANY,, HAULAGE.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Mlinister -for Rail-
ways: .1, How much is the Lakeside Fire-
wfood Company paying for the use of Gov-
ernment engines to hauil firewood from Lake-
side to Kambatlie? 2, What revenue, if any,
were the Government receiving for the use
of the line when the company was using its
own engines?

The MINISTER FOR R-AILWAYS re-
plied: 1, The company now pays '7r1. per toe
nn firewood hikuled, being 3d. pe 'r ton for the
us& 'of the Government engine. 2, Fourpeuce
per tonL on. firewood hauled.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
I, High School Acat Amendment.
Retbr-ned to thb Council with an amend-

ment.
2, Building Societies.
Transnmitted to the Council.

MOTION-AGRICIJLTURAI BANIIK.

To permit overdrafts.
MNr.. THOMSON (Katanning) [4,40] : I

move-
That, in the opinion of this House, the

provisions of the Agricultural Bank Act,
1900. should. be amended in the diredtion
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of enabling its clients to have overdrafts
on similar lines to private banks.

It is not my intention to advocate the estab-
lishment of any dangerous precedent. Rather
is it the object of the motion to further the
interests of those people residing in the agri-
cultural area. -Western Australia has the
honour of possessing the most up-to-date and
liberal Agricultural Bank of any of the Aus-
tralian. States but, so far, it has been what
might be termed purely a development bank.
The lines on. which the bank works might be
described in this way: a man takes up land;
he has a few pounds but not sufficient for
the undertaking. He desires to clear his
laud and the bank offers to advance him
£100 to clear, say, 100 acres, making progress
payments as the work proceeds to enable-the
holder of the land to pay the contractor who
is doing the clearing. Section 28 of the Act
rend--

(1) Subject' to the provisions of this
Act, the Bank may, if the trustees think
fit, make advances on the prescribed secu-
rity f or :-(a) Ring-barking, clearing1
fencing, 'draining, or water conservation;
or (b) Discharging any mortgage already'
existing on any holding,; or (@) The pur-
chase of stock for breeding purposes. (2)
Every application for an advance shall be
made in the prescribed form, and shall
contain such particulars as may be pre-
scribed. (3) Advances may be made of
an amount not exceeding tbree hundred
pounds to the full value of the improve-
ments proposed to be made. (4) Further
advances may be made of an amount not
exceeding two hundred pounds to one-half
the value of additional improvements pro-
posed to be made. (5) No advance shall
be made under paragraph (b) of subsec-
tion one to an amount excceding three-
fourths the value of the improvements
.already made on the holding. (6) At no
time shall the advances to any one person
exceed the sum of five hundred pounds, and
no sum exceeding one hundred pounds
shall be advanced to any one person for
the purchase of stock.

Rpeognising the splendid work that the bank
lad done, and realising in the light 6f ex-
perience that £500 was not sufficient, the
Government is 1912 anlended the Acut by in-
creasing-to £2,000 the -sum which the bank
was permitted to advance. We are not pro-
testing against that. The desire of the
farmers in nay district-

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: When was the amend-
ing Act passed?

Mr. THOMSON: In 1912. It is one of
the measures which stands to the credit of
the Labour Government.

Iton. T. Walker: One of the many.
-Mr. THOMSON: I defy the hon. member

to quote one single instance in whiclf I have
withheld tiny credit which was due to the
Labour Government for their work in 1912
and in the subsequent years during which
they beld office.

[26.)

H1on. W. C. Angwin: You did not contra.
diet the statements made by Ministers at the
conagress recently, Silence meant consent.

Ur. THOMSON: Doubtless. the. Govqrn-
went recognised that the amendment was
essential to the progress of the agricultural

'districts and of the. industry. They, were the
custodians of the public parse,. and doubtless
they equsidered this measure a good one in
the interests of the State as a. whole. WbNnila
the Labour Government are enitied. to c'redit
for* having. introduced the measure, T dare
say that, had'any oilher party been in powqr,
they w~iud have done the same. thing pzzd, in

saying th~at, I. hare no desire to detraet rom
the goad, work which the Labour Govern r~ent
did. 0.Agi:Btnote

Hon. W, 0.Agi.Btn teparty
did introduce the amendingBill.

.Mr. THOMSON: I mupt say that. .wben
the Labour Government were in office, I -al-
ways received all pos sible courtesy and con-
sideration fromk them, and I trust they Will
always.reCeive the same courtesy- front me in
reiturn.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hoxA. member ehould
deal with the motion before the House and
not with a previous 'Government.

Mr. THOMPSON: The settlers in mny dlie-
iriet appreciate the splendid work done by
the Agricultural Bank, but have come to the
conclusion that it does not go quite far
enough. Unfortunately, from the point of
view of the State, apart from that of the
farmers, the Agrkqultural Bank carries on a
settler for a number of years until he reaches
the stage when it can no longer do so. The
settler then, by force of circumstances, has
to withdraw his business from the Agricul-
tural Bank and go to a private hank. The
forming community desire that a. small
amendment shall be made to the Agricultural
Bank Act in the terms of my motion, so that
a man who possesses good assets may obtain
ant overdraft fromn the Agricultural Bank
just as he could do from a private hank. I
will give ain instance of what I mean. -,As-
sume that a man has a farmil'orth 4t0k0.
lie Owes the Agricultural Bank £900-less
than ono~third of the total' value. -of his laud].
Under the present constitution of th gi
cultural BAnk when that min a pplife for a
further advance the bank Will" say. to'him,
"Here is another £E100; clear another 1a0'
aiece of land." That is not what the far-
mier wants; he wants a certain aMount of
working capital., Unless he is "prepared to
go on the Indlustries Assistance Boar-

lHon. W. C. Angwin: Which will, I hope,
be closed tip.

$fr. THOMSON: The Goverunment 'cannot
give him any assistance. If a mn in this
position goes to a jrivnte bank, such an in-
stitution will readily pay off the debt to the
Agricultural Bank, and grant himn an ad-
vance, or an overdraft, uip to £1,500 ini all,
In the present. circulmstances the farmer, be-
ing unable to get money from the Agricul.
tulral Bank, has to go to the storekeeper,
who will carry him on for a period, but will
eluirge himniup to 15 Per cent. iterest for
the accommodation, The maschinery firma
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atre also prepared to carry him on, but if he
has, to buy his machinery on terms it means
an additional outlay of from 15 to 20 per
cent, It is felt that the Agricultural Bank
should have authority to grant an overdraft
to a client of' £90 or £800 at te cuirrent
rate of interest. This would he a decided
advantage, not only to the State and to the
farmer,- but' to the Agricultural Batik. It
may amount to a' form of State banking,
which I am inclined to support, it it would
also mesa that the farmer, who has been
placed on his feet through the assistance'
tendered by the Agricultural Bank, and has
no desiie 'to transfer his account to a private
bank, would-.be able to get the acconmnoda-
tion he needs from the source from which
he desires to get it. At another period of
his Operations the farmer may be in credit
with the Agricultural Bank, and in this case
it would me~n increased funds for the &Ai
cultural' Bank and probably cheaper money
for the agricultural industry generally. Holn.
members will realise the advantage to be
gained by such a policy. The State would be
justified in saying to the, farmer, after the
necessary inspection, "Your assets are of a
su fficient value to warrant us giving you an
overdraft of £Z200 or f£300 at current rates of
interest'' The farmer would thus have an
opportunity br drawing thait moDney against
his securities, and would probably he able to
save, directly and indirectly, £30 or £40 a
year.

Mr. SYohnston: That is where the big gaini
would come in.

"Mr. THOMVSON: The hank would also
gain, because, having carried on so many of
the farmers of the State until they can man-
age for themselves, the hank should not then-
cease its functions as a bank, and lose the
advantage of clients for whose prosperity it
has- been responsible.

Mr. Mfullany: Having reared the farmer to
maturity!

Mr. THOMSON: It is only fair that the
State a-'a whole should reap the benefit of
having brought the farm to this state of
maturity. I leave this motion. to the judg.
meat of the House. If it is carried it will
be a direction to the Government to amend
the cdnistifutioa of the Agricultural Bank.
I1 hope to he able to convince the Govern-
ment that it is desirable to introduce the
small amendment 'necessary before the dlose
of the session.L

On motion by the Minister for Works de-
bate adjourned

MOTION-ELECflIOITY, TIDAL
GENERATION.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [4.55]: I
move-

That in the' optnion of this House it is
desirable that the Federal Government
should'offer a substantial reward for the
invention of a. successful method of gen-
erating electricity by tides, and that the
Government make representations to the
Federal Government accordingly.

This is an Australian matter, rather than a
purely Western &ustrsliau matter.' The
-tides, in this country that are likely to be
used for the generation of electricity arg.
found practically on the north coast, hut they,
.may come down a little south on the east
coast of Queensland; It may he a fair thing
for' the Federal Government to say that
they are not prepared to put up the whole
of the reward, in which case, the Govern-
ments of Western Australia and Queensland
and the Commonwealth Government should,
d9 it between them. The problem of popu-
lating the northern portion of this continent
is essentially Australian, and not one for
Western Australia only. It has been ~sug-
tested that this schenme applies only to the
Yampi Sound iron deposits. If electricity
can be generated by mens of the tides, the
power can be used in alnmost every industry,
in the north of this continent. Instead ot
carrying-coal from New South Wales -to Port
H~edlaud we could electrify the Port Hed-
land-Marble Ear railway. Instead of carry-
ing coal to Wyndliamn, or using oil, the
Wyndham meatworks could be roan by elec-
tricity, nut only as regards power but also
heat. The rise and fall in tide at Wyndham
is something over 301 feet.

Mr. Milany: It is 28 feet.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am asking that "a

reward be offered for an invention for the
harnessing of these tides. If no one 'can
produce an invention, we have to pay no
money. The only expenditure necessary
would be on the advertisements published in
various countries in the world. If we int~nd
to go on with this, we should endeavour
to bring to bear on the question the best
minds the world has. This does not apply
alone'to Yampi Sound. At the same time,
we have 100 million tons of over 60 per cent.
iron are at Yanipi above water level. Ta
other words, we have 60 million tons of iron
there. -In treating iron, we have either to
bring the coal to the iron or take the iron
to the coal. If we could generate electricity
on the spot there would ha no need for coal.
The use of coal could be abolished,
and -in its place we could have electric
power and heat alongside the mine.
If this can be done, the Yamipi iron deposits
are beyond all shadow of doubt the most
valuable iron deposits in the world. the
offering of a reward to o'ltain that Tosition
1s cer-Wurly one Of those things we shold do.
'Myr motion suggests a substantial reward:I
would say £10,000 or £20,000 or £30,000. If
we can solve the problem it will be worth-
without trespassing on the Premier's pre-
rogativomillious to us. it has been said,
"If this can be done, why wis it not done
before?" But let me point out that in its

.practical use electricity is not more than 30
years old. As a mat ter of feet, electricity
has not yet come entirely into its own. The
miinds of electricians have up, to date been
devoted mostly to improving on existing
methods with power already found, and have
given little, if any, time to searching .-for
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power to generate -electricity. A -pretty ima-
portant person to whom I shall make further
reference directly has said that the method
has been tried elsewhere. That is true; it
baa been tried elsewhere, and not altogether
unsuccessfully. But even the fact that a
method lies been tried unsuccessfully Phould
not necessarily deter us from trying it again.
Por. as far hack as T can remember, people
were trying to fly. I can remember attempts
to fly 40 odd years hack. After 30 years of
ttying, people learnt to fly. The fact that
someting baa been- attempted unsucessfuily
is in no way a conclusive proof that success
is impossible. I have here a cutting from
the "Western Mi'- which shows that this
method of generating electricity has been
engaging the attention of peoplc in England
and in other parts of the world. The "West-
ern Mail'' -states- ,-

Electricity by tidal action. Recent ex-
perimenti in River Mersey. In view of the
announcement tbat the Minister for Mines
is supplying the Agent General with full
infotmatlon respecting the Yampi Sound
iron deposits and their proposed treat-
ment by electrical furnaces, special initerest
attaches to sonic recent experiments in the
River Mersey with an apparatus for ob-
taining cheap motive power fromn rivers
and tides, reference to which is made in a
late number of ''Chamibers's Magarine'
As the result of a long series of experi-
ments concluded towards the end of last
year, Mr. Joseph Clarkson, engineer and

-manager of the Air Power Company, of
Manchester, claims to have invented an im.-
proved form of the old current water wheel
for generating electricity from tidal rivers
and ocem&s In order to obtain more
power without proportionately increasing
the size and cost of the apparatus, Mr.
Clarkson has inv~ntcdl an endless chain
which runs .round sp rocket wheels at
each end of a. floating frame moored in
a. river or tideway. "Attached, to the
chain (or chains) arc buckets or
flatboard .floats: those on the portion
of the chain under water are pushed
along by the current until they emerge

.from the water at the rear and return to
the front through the air, the contrivance

*bearing -some resemblance to the cater-
pillar traction belts used on battle tanks-

- or- harbour dredges. Experiments recently
conducted in the Mersey by the chief
engineer of H.M.S. "Clonway," who
holds the rank of lieutenant-commander,
proved, it is claimed, that power could be

- developed from currents of only two miles
an hiou'r at a lower cost than from coal.

Those are some of the experiments which have
been made in England.

The Honorary Minister: It is really an
undershot water wheel.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This is a sprocket
wheel.. I w'ill deal with the undershot water
wheel in a moment. Now I come to our uni
versity man, whom we pay £800 or
£1,000 a year. I will give the

reason why I do not like university men. The
experimenter referred to in the "Western
Mail" has put in years at his experiments.
The university man. knows nothing of the
tides in this country, has never seen themi,
hut has read a report on them by the State
'Mining Engineer..

.Mr. Griffiths: What is the rise and fall of
tide at Yampi BoundI

Mr. UNDERWOOD: About S6ft. I wilt
deal with. that also in a moment. Professor
Ross's views are as follows-

Referring recently to the inventions
mentiondd above, Professor Ross, Profes-
sor of Mathematics and Physics at the
Perth University; stated that the H.M.S.
''Conway'' experiments might be of in-
terest in showing what could ho done in a
small way in generating electricity from
tidal power, but they offered no solution
to the Yampi Sound problem.

The profesor offets no solution of the Yanipi
Sound proposition. As a matter of fact he
has been reading all his life, and possesses
what may be termed a ready-r-eckoner educa-
tion. He looks through 'his ready reckoner
and cannot see in it anything referring. to
tidal powers, and so he says, "It cannot be
done." I am not blaming Professor Roess,
It is the system he has been reared -under.
But, seeing that he draws from US £.800 or
mnore a year, I have one or two calculations
to plut up to him. He goes on to say-

For the successful working of the ir-on
deposits on the spot it would be necessary
to provide for over 100,000 horse-powier.
According to the -report of the State Min-
ing Engineer, the ''canal" at the east end
of the Sound Was abont 300 feet wide,
with depth up to 20 fathoms at low tide.

That is to say, the "canal" is 300 feet wide
and has a depth of 120 feet at low water.
The professor continues-_

It tberefore appeared that the -whole vol-
nine of water -rushing through this chan.-
nel at mid-tide would be insufficient to
provide the necessary power, even if the
machinery employed could have a 100 per
cent. efficiency and could collect all the en-
ergy of the moving water. Machinery
consisting of bucekets attached to endless
chains on sprocket wheels would neces-'
-saril-y have a Veol low mechanical effic-
iency. It would rapidly deteriorate by cor-
rosion in sea water.

Now I want to put up one or two propositions
to Prnfesddir Ross. He says there is not
sufficient power. Let us take, in the first
place, a tide running at five miles per hour.
We are told7 that two miles an hour will
suffice. I can assure hon. members that in
the vicinity of Yampi Sound there are tides
running up to eight and 10 miles an hour.
The member for Yilgara (Mr. Hudson) and
the member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Johnston) once went through these passes on
the ship "Penguin." She used to steam
fully 10 knots per hour.. In an endeavour
to get out of Derby to King's Sound she
encountered the tide, which had changed.
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She was going through a narrow passage,
and she could not steam against- the tide..
-She simply had to turn round and go -out
through a- wider passage.

Mr. Angelo: The "'Gorgon" had to do the
mne once.

Mr. UINDERWOOD: Those two boa. anm-
hers and the member for Collie (Mr. Wil-
son) will recollect an occasion when the same
steamer was going through the -narrows of
Cambridge Gulf, with Captain Airey on the
bridge, and with Commander Bruce taking
observation. Por two or three miles the ship
was being driven through the water at the
rate of 20 miles an hour. That fact
gives ank idea of the tides in that locality.
Many members of this House might think
that.1 was telling a North-West tale if I said
that it is not possible to anchor a lagger
in those tides, because they are so strong
that they Will pull the boat down to its an-
chor. But if those hon. members will cant their
minds back, they will remember reading a
couple of years ago about an, accident to the
Forrest River motor launch near WyndTham.
A party were out on the motor launch pie-
nicking, and theydropped anchor in a very
strong tide, and in consequence they had a
narrow escape fromj drowning. They
got away in the dinghy, but the motor
launch was pulled to the bottom, and
she lies on the bottom still. That fact, again,
gives an idea of the strength of these tides.
Professor Ross, without any knowledge of
these eases, and without any personal ob-
servation, says clean off the ice, 1'It cannot
be done.'' He says also that sufficient power
cannot be generated. flat there is a canal
30&ft. wide with a depth of l2Oft. at low
water. Now I will putt up this proposition to
the professor. Take the ordinary form of
paddle wheel and say it is 200ft. wide or
long, or in ether words it is reaching 200
feet across the canal with a 5-mile current.
The blades of the paddle wheel at the
deepest immersion dip 10 feet into the
water. What, then, is the horse-power?
I would like the Government represen-
tatives on . the university senate to put
that . proposition to Professor Ross, and
aisk him to supply the. formula by which he
works it out. I would also put up the same
proposition as regards. the sprocket wheels
and the floats. We will say there is a five
mile current, and we have an endless chain
of fOft. running over S0ft., and we -have Sit.
square boards going into the water. At 3ft.
apart, there would be, 10 of these boards in
the S0ft. &f chain. There is width suifficient
to allow of 100 of those boards being put
do 'wn. I Then, what would be the horse-power
in a five mile curr~ent of 100 hoards of that
description ru3nning on sprocket wheels? Will
the professor work that, out for us? Again,
if SO0ft. is not sullict width, it is eas
to find places where a width of 1,OO0ft. is
available. Ii will say, further, that if one or
two sets of sprocket wheels will not do the
professor, he can get five or six sets, or 50
sets. T will put up yet another proposition

for Professor Ross to work out We will
take, not altogether a turbine wheel, but a
wheel somewhat of the description of a
ship's -log; that is, blades turning in the
water. Those blades may be placed in a tube
with a loft., or a fit., or a laft. radius,
lO0ft. long, fixced on a shaft. Can Professor
Ross tell vs the horse-power that will thus
be produced?9 Because if we knew the horse
power of one shaft we could get the horse
power of 50-and wre can put in 50 if they
are required. Then there is another way: It
has been declared by the State Mining En--
gineer that this scheme would not succeed,'be-
cause the tid~kis nottven; that is tonsy,itruna
faster at one time than at =nother. But
of course anyone with the least possible know-
ledge of engine-driving knows that it is pos-
sible to gear up according to the power -avail-
able. Leaving that aside, or even admitting
that it may be necessary at neap tides, when
there is very little current to keep the gear
running; suppose the undershot wheel, or the
endless chain, or the turbine is put on to lift
the water into a reservoir above the tide
level, and that the flow is used to drive
machinery on top, just'as is being done in
Tasmania. All these things are possible.
I am confident that as soon as the engineers
of the world have some inducement to go
into this matter, they will find a solution of
the problem. There is another way of deal-
ing with it, but I am not going to tell the
House about that, because I may be putting
it forward myself later. The professor goes
on to say that the machinery containing the
buckets attached to the endless chain and
sprocket wheels would necessarily have but a
very low mechanical efficinc-I agree with,
that-and that it would rapidly deteriorate
by erosion of the sea water. That is exactly
what the university professors said when first
the building of iron ships was mooted, that
they would erode in sea water. I1 can see
two or three ways of overcoming the diffi-
eulty, as for instance, putting no iron in the
water at all, having the paddle wheel entirely
of wood, if necessary. But it is not nae-
sarq, -because iron ships have proved that
the ,erosion -of sea Water can be overcome. The
best ships in the world to-day are steel ships
anid if steel ships will do in sea Water, so
tril-other things of steel. I do not -desire
to labour the question. I arn sure that stuch
a motion will be carried, be-cause this Parlia-
ment, like the municipal councils and the
road boards, is always prepared to pass a
motion ealling upon some other body to spend
money. At the same time, I desire,- to give
publicity to this question, and to bring under
the notice of the engineers of the world the
great possibilities of the northern tides. If
the Federal Government are not inclined to
-offer a substantial reward the State Gove=-
went sin safely do so.

MT-. Harrison: What do you mea by sub-
stanrtiall

Mr. - TNDERWOOU: Anything up to
£10,000, £20,000 or E30,000. The reward

could be made subject to the successful
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patent belonging to the Government, or to
any other reasonable conditions.

On motion by Minister for Mines, debate
adjourned.

MOTTON-COMMISSLONER OP
RAILWAYS.

Appointment of Lieut.-Colonel Pope, C.B.
The MINISTER FOR MINES AND

RAIL WAYS (Hin, J. Scaddan-Albany)
5.0:Imove-

That the appointment by Hlis Excel-
lency the Governor af Lieutenant-Colonel
Harold Pope, CLB., as Commissioner of
Railwp~ys, at a salary of £2,000 a year, in
the terms of the Executive Council minute
laid on the Table of the Legislative As-
seinbby on the 25th day of August, 19%20,
be approved.

I do not think it is necessary for me to Say
lmcre than that the applications received
from various places in the Commonwealth
and front overseas for the position of Com-
missioner of Railways at the invitation of
the previous Government, of which I was not
a member, were carefully considered, and
that finally Colonel Pope was gien the ap-
pointment on probation. At thie ed of tb6
probationary period he was appointed by the
Governor-in-Council, an appointment -which
requires the endorsement of Parliament. I
think hon. members are familiar with the
ability Colonel Pope has already displayed in
tilling the office of Commissioner while pass-
ing through a very trying period, during
which he has had to fece many difficulties
which previous Commissioners were spared.
I venture to say that he has got over those
difficulties 'with credit to himself and to the
State. During the last 12 or 18 months we
might easily have had a tremendous turmoil
in the great system which means so much to
our primary industries, but fortunately our
-rilways have not Ceased operating for a
stiigle momont- I believe that is in no small
measure due to the tact exercise by Colonel
Pope.. It is because of the thoroughness with
which he has attended to his duties that he is
not to-day in the best of health, for. in that
rospect he has given far too many hours of
attention to-the task he has in hand. But in
the face of the many difficulties which have
arisen and are still cropping; up, it is essen-
tiat that he should. do thia. I believe the
House will be wise in endorsing the appoint-
ment of Colonel Pope. It is possible that
there may have been a good deal of criticism
.at the appointment'; because it was breaking
away from the established practice that the
appointee should have already held a position
of a similar nature in some other part of
the world before being deemed fit for the
office. However, we considered that Colonel
Pope had displayed certain outstanding abili-
ties, not so much perhaps in railway, opera-
tions, but in controlling men during the great
war, and had a fair technical knowledge
of railway administration, because he had
been attached to the Commissioner's office

for a number of years. Consequently wve
took the risk and, as has now been provid,
successfully. It is, I think, a good policy to
adopt from time to time, this taking of a
man from the ruck and giving him a chance
to show his ability, especially if the precau-
tion is observed of appointing him for a
probationary period. In this instance what
we did was in the best interests of the State
and of the railway system. Colonel Pope is
a local man. We have frequently to take a
moan from some other part of the world,
without. any knowledge of his practical
ability, take him on his value as disclosed by
testimonials-and, seeing that from time to
time I have had to act on testimonials, I
know of what value some of them are. But
in this ease we were able to take a man of
known ability displayed during a great crisis.
In these circumstances I leave the motion to
the House, believing -that it will be carried
without a dissentient voice.

Mr. GRIFFEITHS (York) (5.251: Before
the motion is carried I should like to ask a
question: Is the Minister aware that there
has been amongst railway employees certain
talk which suggests a feeling of discontent
that an office man, with no technical experi-
ence, should have been raised over the heads
of men with full technical knowledgeI I am
a struong supporter of the appointment of
Colonel Pope, but I should like to hear from
the Minister whether there is really any dis-
satisfaction amongst the railway staff in re-
gard to that appointment. I am an admirer
of Colonel Pope and I should like to see his
appointment confirmed.

H1on. 9Ay. 0. KNGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.27]: I support the motion. It
is pleasing to f eel that at last we have re-
cognised that there is some ability in West-
emn Australia. Only too frequently have we
made the mistake of going elsewhere when
requiring an officer to carry responsibility.
In the past this State has suffered greatly
by going outside for advice, and for the ap-
pointment of officerd. We have in our de-
partment officers who have been brought up
in -the service' from boyhood, and who know
the AB3C of every position in the depart-
ment. Notwithstanding this, past Govern-
ments have gone outside the State to bring
in some engineer to advise our officers on re-
ports received f rom their own experts. It
would be better f or the State if many im-
portant appointments could be made from
the staff without any regard whatever to
seniority. There are same good men in the
Railway Department, and no matter who
mnight have been appointed Commissioner,
there. was hound to be someone 'who thought
hie was better entitled to the position and
who consequently would grumble at the ap-
pointmnent. We have in the present Minis-
try a gentleman who successfully carried
out the duties of the Commissioner's offce
for five years, and who during that time let
the people know who was the Commissioner
of Railways, Who was in Charge of the sys-
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tem. Surely that. hon. member, being in a
position to know the abilities of Colonel
Pope, would not have agreed to the appoint-
itient had. he not been satisfied with those
abilities. I think the Government did right
in appointing to the position a man from the
service. I am not going to say, as the Min-
ister for' Mites said, that ColonMl Pope's
chief qualification was his ability to handle
men in the field. There is a good deal of
differeince 'between' controlling men undler
military -law- and contrdlling men, in civil
life. In the bite instance thte men are bound
to obey, but -in the other they are free to
clear out. That' is the difference. Howdver,
that is not intended to discount Colonel Pope
in any way; because he wtA an excellent
officer in the Railway Department for long
before his 'appointment as Commissioner.
Moreover; he was appointed acting Commis-
sioner for a probationary period, 'during
which he gave every satisfaction. Now we
are asked to confirm his permanent appoint-
meat. I hope that when the appointment is con-
firmned, Colonel Pope will let the Government
'know that it is'his fixed intention to main-
tain the railways in good order. 'Under the
Act he has ertan powers and responsibili-
ties, one of which is that he shall keep the
railways in good working condition. If we
permit the Minister for Railways, no matter
who he is, to let the. railways drift into a
bad condition, as happened on a previous
occasion when there was a change of Cam-
missioliers. the result w-ill be detrimental to
the best interests of the State, if not an actual
danger to the travelling public. 1 hope that
Colonel Pope will see that the railway lines
are kept in good working order and condition.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (lHeu. T.
Seaddan-Albany-in reply) [5.321: 1 de-
sire to reply briefly to the point raised by the
rnimber for York (Mr. Griffiths). I have
beard all sorts of rumours about persons be-
ing dissatisfied- That kind of thing, how-
ever, is not commnon to the appointment of
Colonel Pope as Commissioner of Railways.
There-'is always somebody who imagines that
he should- -have received the position for,
.which be-was-anunsuccessful applicant. That
will always be the- case. so long as life con-
tinue; and I amn not a bit disturbed in conme-
quence. My own view is that if a person
feela'disappointed because'he himself has not
received the position that he was an appli-
cant for, and from that date onward does not
display that loyalty that is. expected of hin,
and does not give to the State the services
that he is paid to render, no matter what
position he fills, we should take the earliest
opportunity of allowing him to find a posi-
tion elsewhere. if I knew of a disgruntled
railway servant who was disloyal, and who
refused to give his best siervice to the State
because be was not fortunate in securing an
appointment that he was after, I would ask

the House to give me power to dispense with
that officers services. But I do not think
the position is such as has, 'been inge out.
There may be a little soreness because
Coloiieff Fdpd was taken from the ranks, a
spreneps perhaps on the 'part' of some who

'w~ere his senior, but so far as I amu aware
those who were senior 'to him are 'tb-day
ivorking" loyally with him. and' giving him
'every assistance. With regard to thd point
raised by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Ron. W. C. Angwin), we need 'not
worry about the Minister ,refusing -to allowv
the Commissioner 'to keep the railway lines
in 'good order. As a matter of fact thb re-
verse is the position.: I look upon it as the
tat duty of the Commissioner to see -to the

safety of the travelling public. Not being* a
professional rfailway man, I am not going to
takre that responsibility on my shoulders. 'If
the Commissioner tells me that the lalway
system is not safe, I shall teUl him as 'quickly
as I can put it on paper that he must do
everything in his power to render it safe.'-

E1on. W. C. Angwin: You know, th at it
cost 'us a million of money to put the lines
in order on a previous occasion,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
certain things'- happened and I know that
even now our railway tracks are not in the
best possible condition. There is a differ-
ence however, between that and saying that
the lines are not safe. The position 'which
eists to-day is due to circumstances over
which we have no control:' It has not been
possible to get suitable material, but not-
withstanding the fact that Colonel Pope has
been acting as Commissioner during a. pro-
bationary period, I1 know of no instance
where he declined the responsibility of put-
ting forw-.ard what *as essential in the best
interests for the safety, of the travelling
public, although doing so might have meant
'unpopularity. That is evidence of the fact
that we have the right man in the right
place. A man 'who will shirk iesponaibility
in order. to gain popularity is a dangerous
man to have in control of any organisation.
MXy experience of Colonel Pope is that the
attitude lhe has adopted is evidence of the
faet, that he is a strong man, and one whom
we can rely upon to' run our railway system
iatisfactui rlly. I agree with what has besen
said, that during ,the next five 'years there
is likely to be an expansion of our population
and of our industries, and that there may
also be industrial turmoil, and my belief
is that Colonel Pope will handle every ques-
tion that arises as well, if not better, than
anyone we might have imported from' over-
sees.

Question. put and passed.

On motion by the Minister for Mines reso-
lution transmitted to the Legislative Council
for its concurrence.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
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MOTIONK-RETIRF.MEN'T OF
J. J. O'NEILL.

To inquie by Seleqt Committee.
Debate resumed from 15th Septeumber on

mnotion by 'Mr. Smith-
-That a select comimittee be appointed to

inquire into the -circumstances surrounding
the compulsory retirement of Mr. J. J.
O'Neill from the position of acting lan'l

-resumption officer.
The- MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

W. J. George-Murray-Wellington-) [5.36]:
J regret that I was absent from the House
when the member for Worth Perth (Mr.
Smith) brought this motion under notice.
I have, how-cver, read the lion. , mnember 'a

-speech. The information hie evidently had
with him would' have been more clear and

- would have enaliled lion. members to form
ain opinion more thoroughly if he had shown
his hand entirely with regard to the case.
A-s the matter has beeni brought before the
House, it is necessary for me to state how
the Governmenit of the day, viewed the mat-
ter, and how they view it to-day. The hon.
inember referred to me and said that I had

>spoken highly of MLvr. O'Neill. That is quite
-correct. The records of the House will show
that. Whatever my f aults may be, I
urn not slow in admitting the good qualities

-of a man who has done good work. 'Mr.
O'.Neill did good work in the position he
held as acting land resumption officer. -I
always regarded imn as being a man, of-
ra-ther mysterious origin. He was very proud
of the fact that be was an Irishman, but I
concluded, from the dealings lie had with
people whose laud was being resumed, that
he had a. fair. share of the Jew in his corn-
position.

Mr. Johnston: We thought he was Scotch.
The MINISTER FOR WOR-KS: I thonght

-lhe was a bit of a Jew, and f think so still.
At any -rate he was a man of that peculiar
teinperaqinent who delightedl in dealing sthui
a matter from the point of view of what, I
think, General Joffre called, nibbling at the-

*enemyv. In Mr. O'Neill 'a- case, every, person
from .whom he. had to miake a' purchase a-as
nibbled at by him.

ll~on. W. -0- Angwili: And it was a good
job for the State that lie did.

The MITNISTER FOR WORKS: I am not
denying that, but I had to reprove him for
it on one or twvo -occasions. I desire that the
Mouse should know -from nse the full facts and
to say, that -the Government had ho desire

-other than to do what was right a~id proper.
Mr. O 'Neill held the position of acting land
resumption officer for something like five
years, a most unsatisfactory position. As
(he papers will show, I adeavoured for a

* cnsiderable time to ha the 'matter pnit
right. I was -of the opinion, and I still hold
-tse opinion, that an acting appointment
should not extend over a long term. If 'a
man has to do the best that is expected of

* him, ha should have at his back the full au-
thority of the position he holds. For reasons
which the Public Service Commissioner and
others, who were the persons to decide, eon-

sidered right, Mr. O'Neill was kept in the
acting position for a number of years. Hle
drew his own §alary as it appeared in the
clas9sification, and he was allowed, according
to the regulations, a dertain increase which i~s
provided for -when an officer is dischiargig
what are know~n as igher duties. M-r. O'Neill
was not satisfid. For my part, and the files
will show it, I endeavoured to get for hurn
further recognition, not because -a man's
service, honesty,, and hoinour should de-
pend upon the amount of money paid
to himu-the Government have a right
to expect loyalty from any servant, no
matter what salary is paid to him-but if
a man is doing good work hie should receive
adequate payment for the ability he displays.
The wiember for North Perth spoke about the
w ork that M.\-r. 0'Neill had dono.- I am absG

~ igto detract from the assistance Mr.
'Neill -gave, .but I cannot allo-w the hion.

member 's remarks to pass that that special
wYork was carried out 'at MrT. O'Neill's own
instigation, or was carried out by- him) as the
principal man in that particular office. Mr.
O'Neill acted under instructions given by
myself. The member for Irwin (Mr. 'Gar-
diner), who has occupied tie portfolio of
Colonial Treasurer, knows well- with regard
to the reorganisation of public departments
-which is one of the points brought; forwardf
in favour of Mr. O'Neill-that the matter
was discussed between us-Mr. G-ardiner and.
myself-time after time before-we arrived at
the point at which we could bring the matter
bef ore Cabinet. Finally I received authority,
t0 proceed with the work, and then I gave in-
structions to Mr. O'Necill and to other people
to procure certain information and to finally
carry out the decisions which I ha'd ar-
rived ait I desire to say 'fur Mr. O'Neill
that he carried out those instructions -well,
aind that he did his work -nweli. As I have
afready said, Mr. O'Neill is a man of-pecu-
liar temperamient and he seemed to delight in-
dealing with a matter which gave him a cer-
tain amonnt of inmportance, [He revelled in
the work he was given to do. If lion. incus-
bers will ref er to the papers they will see
that the. evidence- which I gave before the
inquiry hears out what I am saying, I will now
tell the H1ouse n-hat really happened. At- the
beginning of November I Was ou1t of town
for several days and on my return,
on- Tuesddy, 4th November, 'ti'e Pre-
mier saw - me privately and stated
that during my absence.- information
had come before him which it was
necessary should be immediately investigated.
Apparently O'Neill, in' interviewing certain
land agents, had edverdto obtain a
comnmission, presumably for himnself, in con-
necltion with this particular purchased.

Ron. T. Walker: Of course that is the
whole point.I

TheJ MISTER FOR WVORKS: I shall
give the facts fairly. The matter was -e
ported to the Premier-I nmight mention that
Sir Edward Stone was concerned in it-.
and was discussed by the legal advisers of

f-ha Government, and it ' seemed right to
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thonm that certain -action should be
taken, and -it was taken. The result
was handed to me just before lunch
on the Tuesday, for me to take
necessary action under the Public Service
Act. This I did. I saw the Under Secre-
tary, Mr. Munt, head of the department, and
gave himt the information which had been
given 'to me, and required- him, -as was laid
down iu the Publie Service- Act, to take th~e
necessary steps to ascertain whether this tic-
cusation had is full basis or not, whether the
department had an officer wrho could not be
trusted, or whether this officer had. been
maligned o-r in any way misrepresented. It
was quite clear that, when the hionour
aiid. integrity of an offier holding an
honourable , position .and acting -as -repre-
sentative of the Government was impugned,
the matter had to be dealt with, and dealt
with at once. This gives the history of
-the ease up to a certain point. The case was
submitted to the Public Service Commis-
sioner as -provided by the Act, and he held an
inquiry. At the inqiiiry, certain evidence
was given, and it is my intention to lay the
papers on the .Tabl6 so that members can see
for thefuselves and judge for themselves as
to the action taken and the result of the
action. There, is no bias or feeling against
this officer in any shape or form, but we
claim that the Government could not take
any other steps than those which were taken,
and that we have given, according to our
lights, a fair and impartial opportunity for
Mr. 0 'Ne 11 to state his case bef ore-
tho)se who should be, and who we
believe were, entirely without bias
or feeling. The property referred to
is that in 'Hay-street now occupied by the
Tramway Department as offices. It formerly
belonged to Messrs. Stone and Burt and, fol-
lowing on th~e death of Mr. Sept. Burt, nego-
tintions were entered into with the object of
selling the property to the Government. The
matter came before me, and I reported to
the Governm-ent that I did not require the
property, as I could see my way clear to
house all the G-overn meat officers under Gov-
ernment roofs, and therefore it was not
necessary to add to the Government pur-
thjtscs. I had nothing whatever to do with
the railways, and I had no idea that the
Railway Departmnt wanted these offies for'
the traiunys. I was simply dealing with
the Whole of thme Government service except-
ing the railways. Mr:. Robertson, auctionee,
of 9.1 St. -George's-terrace, Perth, was em-~
ployed as agent by Sir Edward Stone in the
estate of Stone and Burt, and he brought
this matter under the notice of the Railway
.Departlnut. The matter came to the Pub-
lie Works Department because we had the
land resumption officer under our charge.
,The price had been irrevocably.- fixed at
£6,000, and on that price the question as to
whether the offices were or were not suitable
was decided by those who had to deal with
it. Acecording to page 53 of the ifile, at the
inquiry held by the Public Service Commis-

sioner, William Robertson, auctioneer, 91 St.'
George 's-terra ce, Perth , was examined by
Mr. Muat, who, in explaining the position
to the -witness, said-

Onl the 30th October Mir. O'Neill pre-
sented to ine a file -of papers containing
correspondence with the Railway Depart-
ment in regard to a property which you
had in your handls-Stone & Dart's pro-
perty, Hay-street. On the file which he
banded to me was the followinig:"Mr.
Tobin, Railway Department, handed me
these papers with a verbal request that
I should make a valuation of this pro-
perty, as qabinet -would ap' t approve of
the purchase until my report and naia-
tin1 I thent-wrote on the, file, "Mr.
0O'Neill, value please." Following on that
was Mr. O'Neill's authority to make a
,Valuation. Now, I understand that fol-
lowing upon that he had interviews with
you.

Mr. Robertson was then asked what took
place, and this is his evidence-

It was on Friday, 31st October, that
Mr. O'Neill first rang me up. He told me
that Stone &. Burt 'a premises had been
put on to him fur valuation, and sled
if I bad the key. I told hinm I thought
that Air, Taylor. of the Tramaways had it,-
and he said he woul.d get in touch with
him and obtain it. This was about 10
o'clock, and he asked me if I1 would be in
during the morning and he would come and
see me. I said I would be in all the morn,
lug, and he said he would come and see
me. Probably about 12.30 he came in to
see, rue and told me it was with reference.
t9 Stone & Burt's -property, that he had
got the key and inspected it, and then he
said, "'I can- sell it or I cannot.'' He
asked me what was the amount of my
commission. I worked it out at Chamber
of Commerce rates and said to Mr. O'Neill
that it wa £182 10s. He said, ''Is that
all I I thought it would b~e umore than
that.'' I said ''No, that is all it works
out at.'' And he said, ''How do I
stand?'' I said, ''What do you mean?"1
and lie said; ''With reference to commis-'
sion.'' I said, ''What woulcuyou suggestl'
and hie said, "A~bout £50; bow would that
do?' I said, "'I could, not agree to a
proposition of that sort without discussing.
it with my brother, because I do not -in-
terf ere with the financi al part of the business
at all" T talked it over with him. Ha
said, ''Iwill see you later about it.'' He
left me, I presme, to make the inspection,
and I asked him to look in on his way
bacli. I do not -know if he looked in or
.not. I was out most of the afternoon, but
lie rang twice aring the afternoon for
cue, but I was out both times. After be

had left I told my brother and my part-
ner Mr. Beatty, what had transpired, and
we agreed that the only course we could
take was to submit the matter to Mr.
Frank -Stone, our principal, and let him
know exactly what had happened.
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As members know, Mr. Frank Stone is a law-
yer and' would look at the matter front a
legal point of view.

I saw Mr. Frank Stone and told him ex-
actly the nature of the conversation. He
decided he should at once communicate the

-facts to the Premier. Before doing that,
he discussed the matter with Mr. Pilking-
ton, his partner. Mr. Pilkington stated
that that was the only course for Mr.
Stone to follow. Mr. Stone then rang up
the Premier's office and they came straight
across that afternoon, and he laid the mat-
ter before the Premiiei, and asked for
leave to withdraw the property from the
option.

So far -as I han judge, end I think I amn re-
garding it absolutely without bias, Mr. Stone
thought that he would not ris any risk of
being mixed up with what might be termed'
a secret commission, and h6 took the only
course that an honourable man could take.

The Premier granted him that leave, and
the next morning Mr. Stone rang me up et
my house, first thing in the morning, and
asked me not to do anything further till I
saw him first thing in the morning. I
might state when I had left Mr. Stone
T tried to ring Mr. O'Neill on the tele-
phone about 5 o 'clock. to tell, him I could
not do anything. in the matter, but I could
not raise anyone at the Public Works De-
partment as it was too late,. so I did not
speak to him. Mr. Stone told me not to
do anything further till I had seen him.
I saw Mr. Stone at a quarter to 9 on the
Saturday morning, and he said he wanted
to see the Premier again, and not to take
-any further steps till he had seen him.
.The Premier rang for me during the morn-
-Ing. I, expect it' would be about 11
o'clock. I went over and met the Prei Ler,
and. Mr. Draper and Mr. Frank Stone and
Colonel Pope at the Premier 's office. Mr.

*Stone had evidently told him 'what had
transpired and he wanted my version of it,
and I told Mr. 'Draper. Then the Premier
said that it 'was a very serious matter, and]
he wanted the matter put in ~the hands of
the poliee, and he rang up the detective
office. The Commissioner of Police---Mr.
O 'Con nell I think it was, bvt I am not
sure, I have not met him before-caine'
down and the Premier "instructed him. to
take steps to ascertain , what had trans-
pired, and asked me to ask Mr. O'Neill
-to come down to my office on the Satur-
day- morning to further discuss the matter.
I went back to my office and the detective
came round from the department, fletet-
tive Jackson. He said bhe had been in-
structed to call and see me with reference
to this matter -of O'Neill's. I was in-

- structed to telephone to Mr. 0O'Neil! and ask
'him to come to the office, which I -did,
and Jackson listened on the telephone to
our conversation. TIt was donte through the
6itenslon of 'the telephoine. I .rang Mr.

"O'Neilf aid told him I wanted to ads him,
"id he- 'asked- mea how long F Would 1*'

there. I said, ''Till a little after 12
o 'clock,'' and' he said he would 'comie
straight away. He came dawn and then
I told Mr. 0 'Neill that I had discussed
the matter and decided that we c~ould do
nothing, that it was a serious matter, that
it might be considered as bribery if I paid
him money in. a case of this sort, and 1.
could not consider it. O'Neill said, "Non-
sense, it is only a question of commis-
sion.'" I said, ''No, V could not agree
to it," and 0O'Neill asked iue if I was
dividing conmmission with anyone else. I
said, "No, I am getting the whole com.-
mission," and he said be did not see why
he should not get portion of it, that he
was getting nothing from either the Gov-
erment or anyone else in connection with
the transaction, and he should get portion
of it. I said I was sorry I could -not mnset
his request, and that wad the end of it.
He pointed out to me th at the matter h4~
been passed on to him for his decision,
and considered he was entitled to the corn-
nussion. I said, ''But, 'Mr. 0ONeill, the
property is practically sold to the Govern-
ment. I have already 'submitted it to them
and they have agreed to purchase. It is
only 'i question of your inspecting the pro-
perty." Mr. O'Neill then said, ''That'is
where you are wrong, Robertson, I thought
you would make that mistake." He said,
"Cabinet have not approved of it; as a
matter of fact Cabinet have turned it down
and'.it has been pulsed. on to me." -He
said, "However, if that is your decision
we will let it end there. Forget I ever
mentioned the matter." That is practi-
cally the conversation which took place be-
tween u& Mr. O'Neill then left my office.-

That statdment, on Wrhich members 'can form
their own opinions, was repeated on the ip!
peal. The 'matter was dealt -with by the
Public Service Commissioner, and there was
an appeal to the board consisting of the
Public Service Commissioner, Mr. flaInptol,
of the Crown Law ,Department, and M~r:
o 'Mahony, representing the Civil Service As-
sociation.

'Mr. Johnston: -it was an appeal from
the Public Service Commissioner to' the Pub-
lic Service Conimtissioner. i

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It WASf
an appeal' from the Public Service -omumis-

sioner sitting as a judge to the Public Ser-
xice Conmnissioner as chairmn -of an atppeal
board on which was a member representing
the Government, namely Mr. Hampton, of
the Crown Law Departinent-aid meinhers
know perfectly well that he would sit up)on
the question 'in a thoroughly judicial manlier
-and Mr. 0 'Mahonyr nominated I presume
by Mr. O'Neill or the Civil Service Associa-
tion.

Mr. Johnston. An appeal from msar to
Umeai. 'It is absurd and should be 'abb'lished.

Mr. Naimn: The question is whether the
chAirman would be impartial-

The MINISTER F0R. WORKS: When
boa.. ineibers 'peruse tW6 fle theiy .will A!in.d'
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on the appeal front the Public Service Comn-
missioner to the Appeal Board that the fol-
lowing statements were made. Mr. Simpson
said to Mr. O'Neill-

I understand you desire to make a state-
ment in connection with this charge against
you.

Mr. O'Neill rep lied-
This ease should be simplified by the

fact that I have admitted I tried to ob-
tain a commission from Robertson Bros.
That admission is my first reply to the
cbarge. The only point I take it, which
has to be decided, is, what was going to
be done with that commission, and I say
that the commission, if granted, would
have followed the same course that the
commission did in all other cases that I
have been dealing with for the purchase of
property by the Governm~ent, where corn-
mision, entered into the negotiations.

Mr. Mont then. said-
You have admitted the accusation is cor-

rect.
and Mr. O'Neill replied-

Yes, to a certain extent, and that is the
-reason I say that this ease can be boiled
down to this point, ''What was I going to
do with this commission.'' I say I should
not be ask~a to, prove what, I was going
to do with that commission, but it should be
proved against me that I was goinig to
put it in my pocket. There has been no evi-

*denc" to show that JI was going to put £50
into 'my pocket or rise it for my own bene-
fit, not a tittle of evidence.

The member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)
has already stated that Mr. O'Neill had
beaten down reputable citizens by getting
them to deduct commission, and that he pro-
duced three witnesses who had allowed him
commission which had been deducted from
the settlement. ' Mr. Mosey, one of the *it-
nesses, stated .(page 70) that the' price was,
knocked down, to the extent of tbe conmnis-
sion. Mr. Briggs, the li me merchant, -said
(page 72) he had reduced the 'price as
there was no commission to pay. Mr. Cook,
as shown on .page 84 of the file, said that
no question of commission was ever dis-
cussed or broucht rip before hinm, except
that Mr. O'Neill remarked that he wanted
no commission. In dealing with Mr. Mosey
and Mr. Briggs, Mr. O'Neill was not dealing
with commission agents. He was dealing
with the property owners, who wished to
sell and were dealing direct with the Gov-
ernment. The question of comtmission, how-
ever, was put before them in this way, "If
you were selling this to an agent you would
have to pay a commission; 'consequently it
cannot be wrong for you to reducee your
price by the value of the comnmission." It
is one thing when a man is dealing direct
with owiers. In the ease of Robertson Bros.,
Mr. O'Neill was dealing with a commission
agent, and not with the owners, Messrs.
Stone & Burt. The co~mmission agent was
asked by Mr. O'Neill what commission he
was- going to get, and he was told that it

would be £132 109. Mr. O'Neill then says, "'I
thought it was more than that." He follows
that imp immediately by asking what commis-
sion he himself is to get. Hon. members can.
read the papers and form their own opinion.
I want them to understnnd clearly that, to
my 'mind 'and to the minds of other mem-
bers of the Cabinet, there is a distinct dif-
ference between bargaining with a property
owner and asking for commission which it is
stated would otherwise be deducted, and
dealing with a commission agent, who
is not the . owner, and trying to get
a commission, which it was not stated
by Mr. O 'Neill would be reduced from
the price. Whether Mr. O'Neill intended
to make this reduction afterwards or sot is
a matter df opinion, and I intend to make no
comment on the point. The price fixed by
the owners of the property, Messrs. Stone &
Burt, was £6,000. 1

Mr. Smi th: Was that the original price?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That was

the price fixed when it camte before Mr.
O'Neill. He did not come into the question
at all before that.

Mr. Smith: Was he asked to report on it
on the basis of that valuation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not that
I nam aware of.

Hlon. W:' C.* Angyim: Who fixed up the
valriation?

'The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Rail-
trvay Department.

lHon. W. C. Angwin: Why should they have
done 'so when Mr. 0O'Neill was the land re-
sumvption officer?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
knoW why the -Railway Department negotiated
int the matter before it was seat up to the
land i-esflmnption office. . I have never asked
the question.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: I should have done so
bad I been in your place. -

Hion. T. Walker: But you read a minute
showing that Mr. Munt had 'given instruc-
tions as to valuing.

.The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That was
after the price bad been arranged by the
Railway Dlepartmnent.

Ron. T. Walker: What was the good of
valuing tbe property after the price had been
fixed?

Mr. Thomson: As a cheek to see that it
was a right one.-

The MINISTER1 FOR WORKS: I am not
in the box as a hostile witness. I am trying
to give the House the injornmation I have in
a fair and impartial manner. Does the hon.
member wish to cross-examine me? The file
will be here for boa, members to look at. At
the imie when the Public Works Department
cme into the matter we were informed that
the price arranged was £6,000, irreducible,
and that Messrs. Stone & Burt had fixed this
as the figure. I-presume that Mr. 0ONeill's
idea in valuingr was either to bolster up the
price of £6,000, or to do whatever be could
do to get it for less. Mr. O'Neill' 'aluia-
tion was not E6,000. but E5,000. -Hon..mem-

bers will see from his evidenee that he: -says
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he had discussed the matter with the valuer
of the Commonwealth Taxation Department
and had said to him that his valuation should
not exced £5,000. If Mr. O'Neill's valua-
tion had been fixed at 15,000, and be
knew. that the seller's price was un-
alterably £6,000, what was the use of
his trying to alter it by attemnpting to
get a commission from the agent to reduce
the price to the Government? If Mr. O'Neill
had received a commission of £50, that he bad
asked Robertson Bros. for, that would only
have brought the price down by £:50, whereas
according to his valuation a sum of £1,000
w-as required to bring it down to E5,000 be-
fore lie could recommend the purchase of the
property to the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We do not know what
took place between the officials of thbe two
departments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know more than that which can be obtained
from the papers.

Ron. W. C. Angin: The Railvay Depart-
.ment fted the price fist of all.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: An in,
quiry was hold and a charge was laid against
Mr. O'Neill, who had every opportunity of
bringing forward the witnesses he wanted,

'but he (lid not bring any witnesses to give
evidence along the lines pointed cut by the
member for North-East Fremantle.

Mr. Smith: Do you suggest he valued it-at
£5,000 because he did not get a commission?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did not
say anything of the kind. The bon. member

-should know that only a -few moments ago -I
statedl that Mr. O'Neill had brought as a

.witness the -valuer of the Federal Taxation
Department to prove that he had discussed
the question of- the valuation before Mr.
O.Neill seat in -his report, and that they
booth -agreed that Mr. O'Neill's -valuation

- ned not be more than £5,000.
Mr. Smith: It shows that Mr. 0O'Neill was

anxjous to find out .the true* value of, the
Rrqperty.- . . ..

The ,MINISTER FOR 'WORKS. -- The
reason.- I am mentioning the price of the
sell ,ers' £6,000, and Mr. 0O'Neill's valuation,
£5,0(0, is to show hon. members that there
was no necessity for him-indeed it'was only
sillineis and waste of time if he were genie
me -to as)' for a commission of £50- off the

_t,00 to entble'the purchase to be made.:
Rha. WV. *C.. Angini: It. would -have been

£50 off our deficit
Tbe MINISTER 2FOR WORKS: I suppose

so. Mr. O'Neill spoke about this report -hav-
mae b6n made before this commission was
talked'- about. The evidence. shows that his
report was not given -out to be typed until
the Monday afternoon.. Presumably it was
,gone through on the Tuiesday morning, and
finally typed on that day, 4th November.
41D6rifgti Appeal this question was -put to
Wr. C ook by Mr. O'M&ahony- -

-NAi~ Mr. O'Neill suggest to you that Ybu
-would not be called upon to give him a

eoibinision, and could you not reduce your
-selling pike by the amount of commission

that you would probably have to give to
an outside person?

And Mr. Cook replied--
No, he did not.

Mr. Robertson gave evidence along the lines
of his statement, and we have the admissions
of Mr. O'Neill with regard to the commis-
sion. The point is whether or not the board,
which sat upon Mr. O'Neill's esae acted
justly in stating that they could not give
him the benefit of the doubt. I will read the
finding of the board. The board consisted of
Mr. Simpson, as Chairman, Mrt. Hampton,
the member appointed by the Government,
and Mr. O'Mahony, the member elected by
the officers of the clerical division. The
finding of the Public Service Commissioner,
from which Air. O'Neill appealed, was-

1, That the charge that Mr. O'FNeill sug-
gested to Mr. Robertson that he should re-
ceive a commisiion of £00 is sustained.

The finding of the board was-
Finding No. 1 is admitted.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 A.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Before
tea I had arrived at the point of saying that
the mannmer in which Mr. O'Neill put his case
before the Appeal Board seemed to sue inex-
plicable. With regard to the matter of coins-
mission he said that the amount mentioned
was £50. . According to his own valuation
the property was worth £5,000, and he knew
perfectly well that -Robertson Bros.-were only
arithorised to close at £6,000. Therefore it is
inexplicable to me that Mr. O'Neill should
have approached the question of a conimis-
sion whlich could not under any circumstances
have e~eeded £150, even if he had received
the whole of it.,-

Mr. Smith: -Did not you say he was a
Scotch Jew? I

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shouild
like to tell the hen. member my- opinion of
him, but it would be unparliarmitary. I am,
dealing -with a very serious matter so 'far as
the Government and the *country ate con-
cerned.-

Mr. Smithi: I am repeatiag a remark that
the Minister made.-

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
nmember.'is trying to make fun of the matter,
but the whole thing is- most painful to me.
It I were to let myself go as a prosecutor,
T. could say a great deal more than I1 have
said. The hon. member is like one of those
foolish virgints nientioned'in Scripture, without
a lamp full of oil. I was pointing out when
.1 was interrupted in suc~h an,- unmannerly
fashion by the me~mber for North, South,
East; or West Perth, who like the newspaper
which belongs to him misretresents -every-

thing that. can possibly be .misrepresented,
and with 'a kind of perversity-- - -

. Mr; SPEAKER: The -Minister for. Works
is not in order ih discussing that - maltter
uhde-r the mo'tion " before the House.'
* Mt. Smith: I rise, to a point of order. I

must ask VWM the Winister for Works 'with-
diaw'tile ref erdnee 'to myself.--

Mr. SPEAKER: What was the ref erene?.
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Mr. -Smith: The Minister referred to ine
as the member for North, East, South, West
Perth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
say the member for North Perth. I am now
speaking of the member for North Perth,
and I hope there will be no mistake about
that. Incidentally I anm aliso speaking about
the proprietor of the '"Sunday Times."

Mr. Smith: The member for North Perth
has never been ordered out of the IHouse,
anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I (1o not
suppose be has. It is only the men who have
the strength of honest convictions who are
ordered out of the House. I. was ordered out
of the House for adhering to my honest con-
victions. The hon. member will never be
ordered out on, account either of convictions
or honesty.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know .that the
Minister is in order in discussing the member
for North Perth,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:. I was
saying that the statement put forward by
the special advocate for Mr. O'Neill seemned
to me absolutely inexplicable. The statement
was that the commission was intended to be
takeun off the pb' rchase price. But Mr. O'Neill
knew that the only price at which* the pro-
perty could 'be purchased was £6,000. He
also knew that 'that price had. been agreed

to; ad he new-t least, according to his
evidente he knew-that his valuation was
going to be, only £5,000. So that hie was
either acting what is called the " giddy goat"
in trying to get the £650L off, or there was
some other nmotive as to which hon. members
mrust judge for themselves.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Does it nOt seem remark-
able that, the price was agreed on before the
responsible officer had been consulted?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I offer
no opinion on the point raised by the mnem-
ber for Forrest. It is not a matter that has
in any way come before me for my judgment
or may decision. However, the facet remajns M
that £6,000 wasL the price agreed to by the
Railway Department'*' The Public ,Works

wiere asked to deal with the matter. beedause
in that department is the laud resump-
tion officer, who knows .all thein
and- outs of the methods of resuim-
ing properties. I haxce dealt with the
suggestion put forward that this officer had
previously succeeded in obtaining reduced
prices by getting the people concerned to
allow a deduction for commission which they
otherwise would have had to pay.- I have
poin ted out to the Hlouse thZ difference be-
tween dealing with the owner direct and
dealing with an agent, which is 'anbther mat-
ter altogether; Land -in this 'case Mr. O'Neill
was dealing with Mr. Robertson as 'an inter-
mediary. In thote circumstances Mr. 0 'Neil!
aked for a share of Mr. Robertson's conm-
mission. What he was. pingr to do with-that
share is a question, which the boaid of in-
quiry answered. 'The board evidently did not
accent Mr2 'O'Neill's explanation that he in-
tepded his share of the commission to be
'deducted from, the purchase price. Assuning

ntow that it had been agreed that £50 of the
commission should be paid to Mr. O'Neill,
w-hat would Mr. O 'Neill 's valuation have
been then? Would it have been £4,950, or
would it have been £5,'000, as shown by the
report made onl the Monday following the
Saturday on which the absolute refusal to
pay commissiont was given? Or what price
would it have 'beenl Who can tell? Again,
it -has been -stated that, the Government
were aware that Mr. O'Neill was in the
habit of asking for ,commission to be
allowed in this way. I give that statement
an absolute denial. I never heard in any
shape or form from Mr. O'Neill of such a
practice; and neither did Mr. Munt, the
Under Secretary, hear of it. It may have
been done. Possibly it was done. I am not
going to deny that Mr. O'Neill has said in
his evidence that he frequently endea-
voured to get commission off. Perhaps he
did. I do deny that either the Under Secre-
tary for Workcs or the Minister for Works
knew of anything of the sort. I say, there-
fore, that if I had k~nown of it I would
not have approved of it. I quite agree
with. a man doing his best for his em-
Players, but that sort of business is too
dangerous altogether. It may be em-
-barked upon in all good faith and in all
honour, but as time goes on an occasion
might arise when perhaps the officer had be-
come. involved in financial trouble and thues
temptation would have a very easy road be-
fore it. I do uiot know 'that I1 can say much
more on the matter; I.. do not desire
to .say- much more. -I have had to
utter things to-night for which I am very
sorry -indeed. The affair has 'hurt mes-very
muchel. I am perhaps foolish, but I think a
good deal of, 'the officers who 'Work for me.
I. give them my full confidence in the belief
that they will 'do the same by me. I have
.explained my 'personal part in the matter.
I would not have shrunk from any action
that my conscience told me was right. How-
ever, the only' -thing I ha to do after my
Premier had brought the matter before me
was, to ask the Under Secretary for Works
to deal with the question in 'the way which
iw, laid down by the Public Service Act.'- In
conclusion I wish 'to say to hon, members
that we caninot carry on the public service of
the counatry- either in, the, salaried or the
wagos staff, or any other staff, if after two
complete and full inquiries have been held
into a case--in my opinion, fair and just in-
quiries-and those two inquiries have re-
sulted adversely to the officer conemned, the
case is to be brought before Parliament and
to he- dealt -with by a select com mittee of the
House. There are big problems affecting the
welfare of everyone in the State which await
-the discussion of ban. members. I would not
shrink from any inconvenience or any cot
in securing ju stice to the poorest man that
could -appeal to me, but still I feel that
sufficient' has been done -in this ease 'of Mr.
O'Neill. Two thorough and -complete in-
quiries have been made into his cage, and
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if thereafter the time -of the House is to be
taken up and Ministers are to be put in a
most distasteful position, it must ye-act dis-
advantageously on the administration of the
country. I have tried to be scrupulously
fair. The man concerned is one who has
been in my full confidence for four years,
and I1 repent that it was most, distasteful to
mec to say the things which I have had to
say to-day. I have had to be severe with
men in my timebut I have never previously
Jiad to speak of a man as I have been obliged
to speak this evening. The bringing up of
this matter once more is a jag upon an open
sore. There is hardly a member of this
House or of another place who -has not- been
worried over this matter until the very name
of the affair has been anathema to everyone
who has heard of, it. If members of Parlia-
ment and Ministers are to be heakled as they
have been in this- instance, it is not a fair
thing. Certainly it is not fair to the coun-
try. We now. have problems of the greatest
importance to. consider.I

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: I said that four years
ago, but it was no good then. --

* The MINISTER FOR WORKS: rAt any
rate there is the position. -Mr. O'Neill had
is opportunity in -those 'two inquiries. ,I

warn-bhon. members that if they agree to the
appointment of this select committee it- will
be only the beginning- of trouble which will
take away from us the time which should
be given to the deliberations that are neces-
saryfor dealing with the big problems affect-
ing this State.

Mr. O'Loghlenm: This is. not the first case
of the kind.,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
all -I have to ay -on the subject. With the
permission of the-House I shall lay the pap-
crg upon the Table, where they will be avail-
able to bon. members. -The file-is the origi-
nal file and the papers of course, are vabua-
ble, not only so far as the Government are
concerned, but also so far as the man him-
self is concerned.

Mr. Johnston: There have been two ii
quiries before one judge.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) J7.44]: Mr.
O'Neill admits that he asked for the com-
mission, and the question the tribunal had
to decide was whether he was going to put
that commission in his own pocket or
whether he was asking for it in order
to give it to the Government. Whatever
other tribunal has to settle the 'mat-
to, it will have to weigh that point
and find whether there is any evidence that
O'Neill -was going to put the money in his
own pocket, or whether there is any evi-
dence -that he Vas going to hand it over.
Neither the Minister nor thea member for
North Perth (Mr. Smith) referred to this
point. There is some evidence which will
support the theory -that 0 '11.11 was not
going to put the money into his own spocket,
list was going to give it to the Government.
We were told -that the meeting with Robert-

son Bros. -was on the Friday or Saturday. It
was not till the following Friday that O'Neill
was suspended. What happened in the mean-
time? On the Monday morning he went to
his chief, Mr. Mont, to report to him in
the ordinary course, and we have Mr. Mantles
evidence as to what took place. -Mr. Munt
admits that O'Neill told him that he had
been to Robertson Bros., but could not get
themi to budge on the price of £6,000, and
that he had even tried to get a commission
out of them, and bad failed on that also.

Mr. Davies: When did he tell Munt that?
Mr. ROBINSON: On the Monday .mqrn-

ing, b~fore there wia any suggestion that
he had done wrong.

Mr. Gardiner: What right had be to go to
the Bobertsons at alit-

Mr. ROBINSON: Tha t is another, point.
Do not let us maiss this point. .1 venture to
say that, if it was. placed before a jury, it
would be given due weight. Mr. Mantls ex-
act words.- are. as follows, the question being
pnt to him by O'Nell:---

I told you Robertson would not budge,
and I said I,- tried to- knock, oft about
£E5O?--But .after impressing. mec with the'
point that 'they would not budge -from
£6,000, that they would not -even. knock
off anything on account of, comm ission, or
words to that effect, I must havo looke -d
surprised and said, ''How did you ap-
proach that subject of commission?' and
you then explained that you tfelt. you
ahould approach the -subject 'because you
were a third party, acting for the.I.Bailwyay
Department, and I then sa~id .!!'That is. a
peculiar or- rummy. view -for you ,to take''
and then I said "4The fact that you are a
Public Works officer euts -no ice in the
inatter' agd the subject passed off. But
I was impressed with what was passing
through my mind, -and the words in -my

mind were: "What dashed -cheek.-" -That
war the impression, a bit too smart; but

-the way it was put to me, would not even
for a moment suggest that'he was scoring
for himself. .

*Mr. Gardiner: There was £1,000 between
them; why haggle over £50?
, Mr. ROBINSON: I amn not going to dis-

cuss other matters; I do not know enough
aboumt the ease, but I know, that point in the
man's favour, and I say it will have weight
with any reasonable men.

Mr. UND19RWOOD (Pilbara) (7.481; 1
am going to follow the course I have fol-
lowed during my 14 years in the House,
namely, to oppose the motion. It has been
said that-O'Neill had not a fairtriat. He
has had two trials. If the board is not- right,
let "s alter it. But I contend that we are
belittling ourselves as a Parliament in be-
coming a court of appeal for public servants
and cases of this description. Members come
along, sme of them pushed by their electors,
and put up a ease. One is allowed consider-
able rhetorical license in Parliament.. .What
is said in Parliament is riot evidence; yet
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we are asked to decide a case on that. This
is not the place to which to bring these eases.
This man was employed in the public ser-
vice, presumably in a reasonably good*- job.
The department was dissatisfied with his
work, and he was dismissed. He had the
right of appeal. He appealed to a board ap-
pointed under the Constitution of the coun-
try. That board supported the bead of the
department. We are not an appeal court
for public servants.

Mr. Nairn: Which is the right place to take
such a ease toI

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Let me ask the hon.
member which is the right place for any em-
ployee of his to appeal to on being sacked?
Such an employee has no appeal at all. The
Government give their employees infinitely
more scope than the member for Swan, acting
as a manager, gives his employees. And see-
ing that public servants, after being prac-
tically dismiss~ed, are allowdd to go to an ap-
peal court, I say they have no right subse-
quently to come' to Parliament. Parliament
is nt, and should never he made, a court of
appeal for the hearing of grievances of pub-
lie servants. The member for Kanowna
(Hon. T. Walker) has said 'that Parliament
has been belittled in the eyes of the people.
What can more belittle us than to sit here
as an appeal court on a trumpery public ser-
-vice case? I hope the Motion will be ,de-
feated.

*Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN (North-East Prc-
mauntle) [7.52]: 1 have always understood
that P arliament is the last court of appeal-
We are liene to see' injustice removed; -and
justice done. Here we have a man dismissed
from 'the pv 'blie. service for dishonesty, and
the evidence given this evening by the mem-

* her for Canning (Mr. Robinson) has proved
distintly-

The Premier: Evidence, you call it?'
.Mr. Underwvood:- You 'mean' quotiltion.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Well, quotation

from evidence given on oath. It proves dis-
tinctly that there was no dishoneft intention
on the part of-O0'NeilL: This is more than
actually dismissing' a man, because a man
holding the position O'Neill held for many

'Years, and in the end being dismissed for dis-
Sh'onesty, 'will find great difficulty in obtain-
i ng his livelihood'in future. tI 'is all ver.y
well for the special pleading of the Minister
for Works about making inquiries into ea 'ses
of thii kind, but it was entirely different
tdur yours ago, when it Wbd proposed that
not only a sileet conmmittee, but a Royal
'Commisidi, should be 'appoilated to inquire
'iiito iifi action a Minister for* Wbrks. It is
all 'very well foi' hon. inemhirs to say that

'such injufries interfere with the conduct 'of
the affairs of State;, but When the other - fel-
low is e6uerned, some hen)- members are
anxious for iinquiry. W1~hat ii sauce for 'the
gooha 'is saude for the gsnden..'I have known
set ral select .committees. appointed to deal
"with public seryice grievances, ad in' swiie
instances the'7aetions. of the7 cffieials hae been

upheld. What have the Government to be
afraid of in th proposed inquiry?

.Mr. Pickering: How are you going to
reach finality?

Hlon. W. 0. ANTGWIN: By the evidence
given. I have -every respect for the Public
Service ,Commissioner.-

Mr. Underwood: I have not,
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I believe he tries

to carry out his duties faithfully. But I do
not ngree that the Public Service Commis-
sioner, having first decided a. question,
should. then' sit as chaitman of the appeal
board. on the same question. He is not likely
to alter his opinion.

Mr. Underwood: Well, alter the board; do
not come here with the case.

Hon, W, C. ANOWIN:, Wer are not in 9,
position to alter the board at present.

M r. Davies: Why have not the Cii Ser-
vice Association taken up the easel

Mr. 0 'Loghlen, They have.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 'I am not worry-

iog about the Civil Service Association. I
think they had enough troubles collectively
lately, without taking up individual cases.
.Here is an appeal mnae to hon. members by
the member for North Perth to deal with a
'ease in: which he believes an injustice has
been done, a case in which en officer has
been dismissed for dishonesty, although
there is no proof of dishonest intention..

The Miafiiter for Works: Dismissed! Hle
got W5 compensation.
.Mr. Underwood: Can we move to take that

back from him?
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Why not hang him? You

objected when the Minister for Works wanted
to take off what you were paid.

Hon. 'W. 0. ANOWIN: it is a new way, of
sacking a, ua, this giving hint an oppor-
trinity to avoid dismissal. If a select com-
miittee investigates this use I believe they
'*ill ,deal with it fairly.

Mr_. Underwood: Thie Appeal .:Board dealt
With it unfairly?

.fon. 'W. C. ANOWIN: I will hoqt say that.
The committee will take evidence.' If they
consider that O'Neill w~as wrong, tbey will
so, report to 'the House,, whereas if,. they
think be was right, eveq though coumnitting
An indiscietion. which did not warrant tlis-
rnisskl,' they will' repori accordingly. And
'if :he goes bacek in~tq the per~ice-

-Mr. Hudson: He' elected to resign, did he

-Hon. W. C. . ANQWIN! Hle would have
hen vtrj foolish' if he had not, done so, lie-

-cause he would have been dismiqsed, ond if
dismiissed he would. not have'got the £575.

The Attorney General' Hre was called upon

o. W C ANO'WIN: I think he. 'ias
wise- in taking the £575. W*ithout wasting
any fuxriher time, I'would say thxat if the
'Llovetninent have hothing to be afraid of
'obere should be 'no'. ohjeetion"+to. the inqiry
being hbld.
' Mr:- O'VOGHtEN (Forresi) [H.0]: I am

not one of those members who permits him-
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self to he pushed forward by his electors,
out I do hold an entirely different view from
that presented by the member for Pilbara
and others who do not believe in the utility
of bringing propositions of this nature be-
fore Parliament. I have met Mr. O'el
for only five minutes during the whole course
of my life. Only on a couple of other occa-
sions, I think, have I endeavoured to enlist
thesympathy and support of members to
rectify grievances which undoubtedly existed,
grievances which had arisen in the public ser-
vice, and no matter whether it pleases or
offends, I hope members will never give up
the right, and the opportunity when it pre-
sents itself, to submit a matter of this kind
to Parliament, a matter in which it is hoped
to right a wrong if a wrong has been done.
I commend -the member for North -Perth

(Mr. Smith) -I have not done so on many
occasions-for having brought this case for-
ward believing, as ho did, that it wvarranted
further investigation. We recogni.se that
eyery officer, in the service or in private em-
ployment holding a responsible position finds

-ic a serious mnatter if he is removed from his
post. -It may ipt be a serious matter if the
individual affected is a young and vigorous
man; he can seek and follow anotWer occupa-
tion. But in the ease of an eldorly man who
has given 26 years'of his, life to the serv~ice
of' the State it 'is a particularly serimus
matter.

-Mr. Underwood: He had a good job all
the time.
..- Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Possibly no better job
than the bon. member has, and he is putting
up the same fight Sot that job..hat the bon.
member, will have tQ do.- when he is called
upon.- -

Mr. Underwood: I will not ,ave ateoi-t of
appeal; I will accept the' that decision.

Mr. 0'LOGHLBN:. In his ease the lion.
member will he compelled to do that. Mr.
O'Neill rendered 26 years of good service to
the State, and I venture to say, that he was
never overpaid. I i,e heard the Minister
speak eulogistically of this o~eii. lf ore this
touble commenced. -The Minister dealt
fairly with the base to-night. Generally
speaking he referred to the matter in a tol-
erant strain and I hope hon. members will
view it in thiat light. In my opinion a ease
has been made out for the appointment of
a selet committee, and if that select com-
mittee should be appointed, 'its proceedings
wvill be of short duration. If the Govern-
ment have such a remarkably good ease
surely no harm can follow the appointment
of a select committee. I disagree violently
with the views advanced by the member for
Irwin and the member for Pilbara. that cass
of this kind should not be brought before
Parliament. Parliament is always in a posi-
tion to juidge and to give a decision as to
whether a case warrants the interference of
ParliamentL There are times when a ease
cannot be made out sufficiently strong to
convince members. I have been in the un-
fortunate position when sitting on the 'other
side of the Rouse, of moving a similar mo-
tion and finding the. Minister against me,

and aso 'experieneing a difficulty in estab.
fishing a case. Possibly that was due to my
inability rather than the weakness 'of the case
of the applicant -for a hearing. In the pre-
sent instance Mr. O'Neill is first of all dis-
satisfied with the decision of the appeal
board. It is easy to say that so-and-so has
been granted his appeal and it can be let go
at that. But we have had instances before
-and no one can speak more feelingly on
the subject than the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Air. Johnston)-where the Public
Service Commissioner, after having given a
decision, has been called upon to review that
decision as chairman of the appeal board.
That is entirely wrong. T would never ex,
poet to get a different decision fromt an ap-
peal board constituted in such a way.

Mr. Hudson: The board should be ate!-
isbidd:

'Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I will help the hon.
member to abolish it, because I have hover
believed in it.

The Attorney General: Most people will
agree with you on that point.

Mr. 0 LOOHLEN: I bate known about
half a (lozen eases 'to go before this appeal
board- -

- Mr. Underwood: Your leader was in office
(or a long time, and he. never introduced an
Amendment of the Act.

L.Ar. O'IjOGHLEN: The hon. member was
is. office, too, at the samie time.

Mr. Underwood: But I was not there for
five years.
..Mr. O'LOGILLEN: I know the hon. mem-

ber was not there as long as he would have
liked to be there; but I could not help that.
At the fizst opportunity the constitution of

the appeal board should be altered. I do not

mrjnd 7 ho i -scted to preside over that
boeard; Pratv ded he is not an officer who has
already beard the pairt"ilr grievance. In
these circumstances the aggrieved officer will
get a- fair deal. As I' have stated, Mr.
O'Neill is dissatisfied with the decision of
the appia'l board, andi secondly h 'e claims
that be follbwed a practice'whichs bad been
adopted in -the same depaitment before he
received the appointment of acting land re-
a umption offcer.

The Minister for Works: There is no proof
of it at all.

Mr. 0'tLOGfLjEN: . What more does the
Minister want than Mr. Hall's lettert Mr.
Hfall. states that frequently when he met a
willing vendor, he mentioned the question of
eomnmission and the deduction of that amount
from the purchase price.

Mr. Nairn: It was the practice of the
department.

The Minister for Works: I will swear I
did not know about it.-

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I am not blaming the
Minister, but I will read what Mr. Hall had
to say-

In pursuance of your iverbal inquiry ats
to the custom regarding selling commission
in negotiations for purchase of private
pronerties on behalf -of ther Governmnent
whilst I was in the position of Land Re-
sumptibn Officer, zind whether- thie depart-
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meat was aware of the system, I have to
say-(a). It was not at all an, unusual

Ting for ine to use the'argument. with a
wiling vendor, that as he would have to

allow chommission if. selling through an
agent at the price quoted,, lhe shotild deduct
that eoirnnission from the selling price, for
theadvantagc of the Government.
Mr. 'Underwood: In this case it was not

a Willing vendor.-
Mr. O'tOGHLEN: It was a question of

thoisands of pounds, but I will come to that
ina momijent. 'W? Hall in his letter con-

tinie s-
(b) Tlie, p~ernianent head* of the depart-

ment shoidil,bo aware of this, because I
was always. very frank, especially writh
the now Under Secretary,. in apprising bim
of my method of dealing and arguments
used.
When theGoverument or the Under Secre-

tary, or whoever was responsible, put a de-
tective in the room for the purpose of listen-
ing to the conversation, they did not go far
enough. It was a clumsy trap to set. If
they. had wanted to catch O'Neill because
they thought ho was dishonest, they would
have given him the opportunity to rec .ei ve
the com'mission or that portion which he was
claming. They could have waited a short
period to see whether he intended to retain it
or whether ho intended to transfer it to 'the
coffers of the State. - If he had kept the
amount there would then have been an un-
answerable case, and 0O'Neil] would not to-
d~y' be appealing to Parliament to restore
his good name;- he would be in Fremantle
gaol where he would have a right to be.

The 'Minister for Works: And those who
gave hini the commission as well.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: Yes, the law governs
them also. As a matter of fact, I believe
that O'Neill is willing to submit to a trial
before a.judge and jury. Why not remove
the stigma from the man 's character? -As
I have already said, it would not have been
so bad in the case of a young and vigorous
man; because he, could ]ive it down 4ind ear'
bark upon. another venture. O'Neill, how-
ever, has 26 years of faithful service to his
credit, apid ho is in the same position as
anyone else with such a record, say in the
police force, or even in Parliament. He is
of little use for anythiiig else.. I do not 'mind
whether the inquiry e conducted by. a select
committee of this House or by another board
better constituted than the appeal board. If
a select committee is appointed there is no
obligation on the part of the Government
to honour the finding of that committee.: Us-
ually,-however, if a strong case- is made ant,
Governments hare honoured findings of select
committees. In this ease 71 hionestly think
the duty devolves on fair-minded: members of
Parliament to remove the stigma that rests
on t his man's' name to-day. He. has had to
embark in busines-in order to. obtain-'s live-
lihoodl but there' is alWiys that'hopersion
which is-uppertnodt in. peo~le's mniias *lhen
they are -about to do busimes- withtti 'in-

dividual who has been dismissed from the
pdbhic 'service.

Mr. Underwood: Do you want him to be
taken back into the service?

*Mr' 0 'LOGHLEN: I would leave that
even to the hon. mimber after a perusal of
the evidence to say what should be done.
There are others in the service who have
offended ten timqs more seriously than did
O'Neill and who were not penalised.

Mr. Smith: There are some who have been
reinstated in the department.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: In my opinion the pen-
alty imposed on O'Neill is too severe. With
the findings that he was guilty of an indis-
cretion I do not intend to quarrel. The Min-
ister declares that he did not know the prac-
tice was in existence, and that- if he had;
he would not have approved of it.' I would
nbt even have approved1 of it myself. But
the custom was in force, and whether it
was or was not known to the Minister, the
offic-ers' in this particular department were
erbaboldened to go ahead. I do not know
whether this motion is likely to be carried,
but I honestly think that Mr. O'Neill has a
claim for a further hearing. Of course I
would not say that that step should be fol-
lowed in connection with every dispute that
arises. I1 realise that in private employment
men are dismissed and they have to battle
for themselves, but after all the civil service
has a reputation that is traditional, and
everyone connected with it should get a fair
deal.

Mr. Underwood: Would you have evc~y,
one coining to Parliameat?

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I would not, hay! thent
go to a Parliament composed of a type of
men such as the hon. member, who is pre-
pared to veto any proposition no matter what
its merits may be. The hon. member is pre-
pared to condemn a thing before he hears
anything about it.

Mr. Underwood: I am prepared to sup-
port a board which Parliament wants.

* Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. mfember said
hq was prepared to alter the constitution of
the appeal board.

*Mr. Underwood:- I did not say that.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I understood the ban.

member to say that.-
Mr. Hudson: The Attorney General sai1l

the, appeal board should not be composed of
anyone who had previously, heard a ease.,

Mr. Johnston: Its constitution should have
been altered in 191L.

,Ms. Smith: Why should O.'Neill be pun-
ished because of that?

Mr. O'LQGILLEN: I do not want to see
ain-injustice done. f believe that with fuir-
ther inquiry Mr. O'Neill would get the
benefit of the doubt. The Oovernmeiit
were -clumsy in their methods. If they
wanted to detect O'Neill in the act of cons-L
hitittinrg a dishonest thing, they shobld have
given - him tie. opportunity to collect the
mobey, and thiba should have decided 'whether
ha wast actiig up *to the reprdsentations bie
made lthat 0he bad-asked for 'time commisiomi
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purely in the interests of the State, and that
he wis trying to drive a hard and a' good
bargain for the State.

Theb Attorney General: I do not think the
Governmtent would be justified in doizvt that.
* The Honorary Minister: What, tempt a

man to do a criminal act?
Hon. W. 0. Angwin: The Government

would: not be doing- that
The Honorary Minister: It would be a

disgraceful thing f or any Government to .lo.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! This discussion

must cease.
Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: This man belonged to

the public service. The public service have
no Organisation which can claim to have the
fighting punch or strength to battle for a
particular member who needs assistanee.
Hon. members know that if O'Neill had been
a member of some other organization, the
organisation would -long since have had thxis
matter cleared up.

Mr. Underwood: What organisation?
Mr. 0 'LOGH-LEN: E refer to any organ-

isation, the tramway men's organisation, f .or
instance.

Mr. Underwood: Has a 'nan never been
sacked off the tramiways?-

Mr. O'LOGRLEN: -Yes.,
Mr. Underwood: Has he bad a board of

inquiry?.
Mr. 0'LOGHILEN: Yes.
Mr. Underwood: Did they appeal to Par.

11am cut afterwards?
Mr. 0 'LOGULEN: There have been two

eases in the lost six months to my personal
knowledge, and there was, no necessity to
appeal to Parliament. If there had been
any such necessity, they would .have
come to Parliament, but thby would have
got jolly little sympathy from the member
for Pilihaia: O'Neill has been walking'
about for many nionths, suffering great
mrental anxiety on account of the unfortunate
position in which he has been placed, and it
'is. quite possible that, with all the boards and
with all the desire to do justice, a grievous
wrong has been done which, in some cases,
would have unhinged the mental balance -of
the victim of such circumstances. I recall-the
eawe of Mceod. Members will remember
that he was uinder the stigma of hav ing been
guilty of a dishonest act. Some members
appealed to Parliament. I think the member
for Rannans (Mr. Munsie) moved for the
appointment of a -select committee, but the
motion was defeated., McLeod still battled
on and protested his innocence. He el 'imed
that he was entirely innocent of the 'charge.
Parliament remained indifferent for three or
four years. Again, the matter was brought
up, and Parliament agreed to the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission which exotic?-
ated McLeod. and gave him a clean sheet
amongst his fellow men. Was it right'that
ieLeod should have suffered the torture auid
have been put to the great exj~ense of clewr.
ing his character and good- name, efforts
which extended over a period of three or four
years? McLeod would be suffering-to-day-if
his case had not been broughit- beore Parlia-
ment, and yet his ease was one of those

trivial trumpery cases which some- members
hold that this Ho~use should not deal with.
The Minister for Works said we should deal
with big problems. If that is so, why are
not they on the Notice Paper instead of the
trumpery twopenny-halfpenny Bills which
have been introduced to fill up time until the
Estimates were ready for presentation to
Parliament? The Minister can talk about
big problems when it suits him, but we can
waste a lot of time with Bills that do not
matter a continental to the general community
so far as conferring any benefit is concerned.
O'Neill claims, and in my opinion claims
rightly, that if he was guilty of ii criminal
charge, he should have been tried for it and
that a jury of this country should exonerate
him -or convict him. When & man offers to
go into a criminal dock and stand his trial
as O'Neill has done, he must be pretty sure
of his ground. - * - - -

The Minister for Works: When did he
offer to do that?

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN; IHe is willing to do. it
to-day.

The Minister for Works: It is- easy to talk
now.-

Mr. 0O OLEN: The Minister found it
easy to talk too. He lauded this officer to the
skies only a week or two before this incident
happened.

Mr. Underwood: Yes, before it happened.-
The Minister for Works: I told you he had

given good service, but this was a case which
had to be judged on its merits;

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: - I am only asking the
House to judge this case on its merits. -It

O 'Neill* is guilty of- a criminal act, he has a
right to stiffer for it; end Parliament has no
right to shelter him: nor has any board. If
it is not possible to, reinstate: him on the find-
ing of a select -cbmmnittee, this officer should
be, paid -some compensation. Some- members
maoy make .a mouthful df- tbe amount he has
received, but this officer was not drawing the
salary that the office should carry, because he
was only filling. -it temporarily. It was scan-
ilalous that, for five or six years, he was the
temporary officer doing this work. -

Hon. 1W. 0. Angwin: That could not -he
avoided.

- r. 0 'LOORLEN : Then O 'Neil11 should
not suffer as a result. He was doing im-
portant and responsible work involving the
expenditure of- at least scores of thousands
of pounds. Hie was doing work amongst a
eommuty of people who hold vested inter--
ests as being sacrosanct all the time, and who
are prepared to get as much as they cn
from the Government; -ana 0 'Neill or any
other officer who.- in the next 10 or 20 'years
might be engraged in that capacity has one
of the nmost important tasks in the service.

.The Minister for Works: His honesty
slioula not be guitia by the' amount of pay
he receives.-

Mr. - O'ILOGHLEN : No, but if -thie Min-
ister wishtes to keep men .honest, lbe must ray
them. P his has been strikingly illustrated
itt every. country. in. the world. : - -
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Ron. W. Q. Angwin: Thiere was no proof
atf dishonesty so far as Mr. Munt's evidence

Mr. 0 'LOGHILEN: I make no apology
for repeating 'what I have pointed> out be-
fore that, in years gone by, we were payig
policemen 6s. a day, and it wa s impossible
t6 encourage the best men in the comnmunity
to undertake this duty. The member for PIl-
bar& knows that thes employer, who gives
his employee enough to lirve on, gets the
best service.

MAr. Ujnderwood: If he. does not lie sacks
him, I want to give the Minister power to
do, that- without a board.

Mr. 0 'LOQHaE N: I might be -with the
hon. member in supporting that proposaL.
But'let us look at the exhibition which we
had in this Rouse the other evening because
an attack was made on the honesty and hon-
our of a member. If it had been a political
attack, there would not have been so much
heat, but the Minister for Mines alleged
that his honour had been attacked and that
his honesty had been impugned, and what
an outcry there was! 0O'Neill is in such a
position that people cannot look upon him
as an honest man because, in my opinion,
the board has not given a 'satisfactory de-
cision and, if the decision given was correct,
namely that 0'Neill was guilty of an idis-
cretion, the penalty wan altogethter too'great.
*Mr. 'Underwood interjected. -

Mr, 0 'LOGHL EN: 'The member for Pil-
bara miky represent himself as a paragon of
perfection in this institution, but I hope the
House will not be guided by.-his views. The
strongest argument :for a' rehearing of
O'Neill's ease is tbhq constitution of the ap-
peal board.- The appeal hoard not only in
the public service but in the Railway De-
partment has been unsatisfactory for 'many
years. *In the Railway Department, case
after ease, numbering nearly a dozen, has
been heard on appiusl end the presiding
officer of the appeal board has been the man
who delivered. judgment in the first istance.

Mr. Hudson: That is not the case in the
Railways.

Mr. 0 'LOGRLEN: It has been th'e ease.
Mr. Hudson:- They have their appeal

board with the police magistrate as chair-
Man.

Mr. SPEAKER:- Order!
Mr. O'LOGHILEN: O'Neill's position was

that he hail ooei representative on the' ap-
peal board to speak for him. The other was
*a Government nominee, only prepared to do
his best for the"Minister.

The Attorney General: That is not fair.
1Mr. O'LOGHLLEN. 'What is got fair?
The Attorney General: it -was not a ques-

tion of doing his best for the Minister.
Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: He was put on the

board to represent the Government, was he
not?

The Honorary Minister:- No,. to judge on
the evidence.

Mr. 0 'L0OHLEN:- But whose representa-
tive was he? He was put there to see that

the Government got a fair deal. . I do net
accuse him of want of honesty, but he was
miore likely to be partial to upholding the
decision of the Government than to rein-
stating O'Neill.
. The . Minister for Works: There was no
Government decision.

Mr. 0 LOGHLEN: That is only playing
with words. Was O'Neill's dlismiesal a Gov-
ernmnent decision?

The Minister for Works: No.
Mr. C 'LOORLEN: But the Government

upheld it; the Government endorsed the de-
cision. of the appeal board.

The Honorary Minister: Naturally, and
you would have had to do the same.

Mr. 0'LOGRLEN: Can it be said, then,
that this was not a Government decision?
After the finding of the appeal board what
was itt Certainly it was a Government de-,
cision. The Government endorsed the de--
cision of the appeal board,

Mr. 'Underwood. They appointed a board
for that. purrose,

Mr. 0'IsOGHLEN: And I object to the
constitution of the board.

The Attorney General: That is another
matter. The Government have no interest
whatever in the decision of the board.

Mr. 0 'LOORILEN:. Of course they have.
The Attorney General: No, they have not.
Mr. 0 'LOG-ULEN: This officer was sus-

pended.
.The Attorney General:. The only interest

on the part of the Government is to see that
fair play is done.

Mr. 0 'LOGELE N: I am not saying that
the Minister instructed the officer how he
shoulact, but the constitution of the ap-
peal board did not give O'Neill too- good a
prospect of getting out, seeing that the chair-
man of the appeal board was the man who
had previously inquired into the case.

Mr- Johnston. The appeal board, has al-
ways confirinaed the previous decision of the'
chairman.

Mr. 0 'ILOOBLEN: - It is only human
nature to give a similar- decision. I hope the
House will at least agree to further inquiry
ieto the ease. Inquiry has never done any
ham,,n and I still have vividly in mind the
case of the unfortunate man MeLeod, who
was under a stigma for three or four years
until that stigma was removed by aA inquiry
authorised by this Parliament. Inquiry was
only agreed to in that case after persistent
advocacy on the part of several hon. mem-
beta and by their appealing to other mem-
bers that in~quiyy could do no harm. Inquiry
in that case did right the wrong. It was
found that lAfeLeod was a victim of a con-
spiracy which undermined his health, took
away his f air name as a citizen of this
State, and eause& deep concern, loss and in-
jury to him, his wife and his famly.

The Minister for Works: What became of
the conspirators?

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I believe that by the
time -the inquiry was, heldi some of 'themy
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were dead; such a long time had elapsed be-
fore en inquiry could be obtained.

Mr. Johnston: *There was no conspiracy.
Mr. 0 I'LOOHLENq: Then theo wag a re-

markable set of circumstances connected
with that vaase.

Mr. Munsie: Of course there was a con-
spiracy.

Mr. O'LOG-R1LEN: And it was a set of
circumstances which had the effect of taking
away a man's good name which lhe natur-
aly treasured.

Mr. Nairn; You are not helping O'Neill
by suggesting conspiracy.

Mr. 0 'LOGEL'EN: I am not suggesting
conspiracy in this ease, but I believe ther'e
was conspiracy in the McLeod case. I only
wish to point out what happened to M~cLeod.

Mr. Underwood: Leave things alone.
-Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: It would be just as

well if the hon. member at times would leave
tbings alone. Aln injury was done to Mcteod
and it'-is quite possible that other citizens
might suffer similarly.

Mr. Underwood: What has that to do
with it?

Mr. 0 'LOORLEN: Mr. Speaker, you have
no abjection to mei illustrating my point, and
I hope ~ou will not object simply because of
the grunts of inanity coming from this boor-

-ish gentleman on the cross benches: I only
desire to say that Parliament would be doing
right if it authorised a further investigation
of this case. An inquiry could be completed
in a very short period; probably it would
not extend over more than three days, and
it would give O'Neill an opportunity to clear
his character. Even if he were not rein-
stated in the service, an. inquiry would serve
to establish to the -world in which he has to
live that he had no ulterior motive in the
course which he adopted. An inquiry might
have the effect of proving that, in claiming
commission in respect of this sale, he was
.merely seeking to get a reduction in the in-
terests of the State, a practice which had
been previously followed in the department.
Au inquiry too would remq.ve the mental
anxiety which presses. on this man -to-day.
I hope the motion will be carried...

On motion by Mr. Nairn debate ajourned.

MOTJON-WOBWERS' COMPENSATION
- - -ACT, TO AMEND.

Debate resumed from the lst September
on thotion by Air. Munse--

SThat, in the. opinion of- this House, the
Government should introduce a Bill during
the present .session of Parliament j for the

-pyrpose of amending the Workers' Com-
pensation Act.-

the ATTORkNEY UENEBAI (Hon. T. P.
Draper- West jPertbl [8.29): The hon. mem-
ber for Hannans baa brought down this mo-
tion in whicb he asks the HRouse to express
the opinion that the Governmiut should in-
troduke'a Bill dufing this session for the prur-
pose'of amending the Workers' Compenetioa'

Act. The motion is of rather wide character.
As it stands, the effect of the motion
is ambiguous, and it also would intimate
that it is the duty of the .Govern-
ment to do this. It ignores the ques-
tion as to whether or not there has been any
demand for an amendment of the Act, and it
is brought forward in the fourth session of
a Parliament which goes out of office in a
few months. So far as I am aware, during
these last four sessions the question of an
amendment of the Workers' Compensation
Act has never been raised in this House, until
the last half of the last Parliament. There-
fore, the motion ignores the question of time,
and we are left with the speech of the hon.
member-it was well worth listening to-to
gather the reasons for such amendments and
the uiature of the amendments desired. We
are asked to amend one of the most import-
ant Acts on the Statute Book dealing with
industrial matters, and yet the lion, member
does not suggest, except in a very vague way,
with which I will deal presently, what 'de-
mands have been made by those interested in
seeking an amendment of the Aet. We are
asked to do something which may-. have very
far-reaching effets, and which it would be
foolish* for any Government to do without an
ample knowledge of the subject and of what
is required by the business community, both
the employers and the employees. The Act
foreshadowed by. the hon. member is i totally
different Act from that now on the Statute
Book.

.Mr. Munsie! It needs to be.
The ATTORNEY GEN ERAL: The only

iiuqvstion the huo,. memnber makes as regards
any public demand for an amndment of the
Act is that since 1912 resolutions have been
passed by various bodies throughout the coun-
try anti have been 'transmitted to the Gote rn-
ment of the day. - I 'ask bon. m~embers to
judge of the importance of those resolutions
by the fact that - members on the other side
of the House occupied these bedebes for four
years, following the year 1912.
I Mr. Underwood:i When' wag, the Act

passedI
. The -ATTORNEY GENERAL: In 1912.

They made no attempt to alter -the Act int
accordance with those resolutions, and I only
mention the matter to show what importance
may be ittached to the argument of the'ton.
member that the Act should now be
amended. -.

H on. W. C. Angwin: Is that'a-fair state-
meat to make 7 We introduced the Comi-
pensation Act,

The ATTORNEY' GENE$AL:- A nd jet,
directly the'Labour Government .introduced

it resolutions were passed .all over the count-
try a&sking tbein to amend it; gunt they did.
nothing., - I . . -

. 'Mr. Munsia: We' ifttroduceal 'in thit; Bill
ahudit every item thit I hivige tionced,'ex-
cept State- insurance.

-The ATTORNEY,(.WNflRAL. Ijreint out
thi s fact tb chow- tbe .iqlu~i of the attempt
Which it! is. alleged has beean -made through-
out the country to have theAct amended.'
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have been four
years out of office, and eight years have
passed since 1912.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So far as
I am aware, during the life of the present
Government, no demand has been made for
an amendment of the Act.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: There was, one 12
mouths ago.-

The ALTTORNEY GEN2ERAL:.The member
for Hannans (Mr. Munsie) admits, that the
Western Australisn Act is in many respects
superior to .similar Acts in other countries,'
nd he also says that in so me respects it is
behind them. 1, do not say that the Act
should not be, a mended, but if it is. to be

aended this should only be done after full
inquiry into the conditions it is ,sought to
remedy, and the effect such amendmientm
would have upon the industries of the State.
In using the words "lindustries of the State.','
i nclude'lboth the- employers and employees.

One pofiat advanced is that the workers of
.the State, who. are in .receipt of a salary Of
over £300 a year,. have no claim under the
present Act. The bon. member -emphasised
that point by drawing a comparison between

- tis and the other States of Australia. The
highest amount, whi it is permissible -for
the Wage-earner to earn and yet to claim
under the *Compensatlon Act, is RA4'00 in
-Queensland, and the lowest £ 212 in Tas-
mama.

Mr, Munsie: And £312 in New South
Wales.

The ATTORN-EY GENERAL: I was just
going to say that. New South Wales and
Queensland-are the only two States whieti
have a highert amount then Western Ann-
trais.

Mr.Munie:The Comonealth is £500.

-The ATTORNEY GENERAL:. The
amount, I will admit, 'night be capable of
adjustment. -1 do not say that hecanse the
amount was -fixed at £00'- in 1912, under the
altered conditions, it might not be amended.
Another argument put forward is that the
amount claimable -in the other States is
higher as compared with that which can
he claimed- in Western Australia, That 'is
tine. With the exception of South Australia
I think that this State is the lowest of alt.
Here are two mtatters which are certainly
capable of adjustment and worthy of consid-
eration. Another matter which has been
brought forward, and was thrashed out in
1010-11. is -the ijuestion- of insurance against
industrial diseases. When we come to deal
with that subject under the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, the greatest difficulties pres-
ent themselves. A select committee was ap-
pointed in 1910 to inquire into that matter.
I think at the time the member for Vilgarn
(Mr. Hudson) was a private member, and
lie introduced a Workers' Compensation Bill.
This Bill was referred to a select committee.
One of the things which it was sought to em-
body in that measure was the principle of
insurance against industrial- disease. A
frood deal, of evidence was taken. I believe
I recognise 'the- member for Hannans as one

of the witnesses. The report of this select
comittee tallies largely with what we are
told by the member for Hannans, with
reference to Clause 7, of the amending Bill
-of 1.910. The report. says-

The CJonmittea are of opinion that its
provisions are Unworkable, and it is prac-
tically impossible for the employer' to pro-
tect himself against liability under this
clause except at a rate of insurance which
is beyond the means of any but a wealthy
emiployer. The proof that the disease men-
tioned in the scheduile-

Tbat was miners' phithisis
-o-f the Act was contracted in the employ-
ingat of some person other than the last
employer will, in practice, be attended with
the gravest difficulty. -Inu many cases it
will be impossible. The progreqs of the

-disease is gradual, and even if the em-
ployer could prove thait the worker had
contracted it in the employment of some
other person, such person might have
already ceased to exist or be unable to
indemnify the last employer.
Mr. Hudson: That was not a unanimous

report.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: lion, mem-

bers will find from a perusal of the evidence
that it was felt that insurance would be
difficult to effect. The member -for Hannans
now confirms that when he tells ifs that the
only -way in which insurance against indus-
trial disease can be -carried out is for the
Government to undertake the insurance.

Mr. Munsie: I believe that. That is why
I. say it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- I believe
tlhe hon. member in right.

Mr. Huldson: I do not believe he is. I
think 'other companies would do it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am in-
clined to think he is right. This shows that
we lhave a matter in which there is need for
iuqibiry. We cahnot rush blindfold into a
Rill of this nature, and say we are going to
bring in- & Workers' Compensation Bill to
cover industrial diseases. One hon. member
tells us that the only way to carry this out
is for the Government to start State insur-
ance, while another hon. member says he be-
lieves that the insurance companies will take
it.

Mr. Hudson: I do not say that the hon.
membier is not right in his idea that the Gov-
ernment s 'hould do it, but I say the others,
mnight do so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This shows
that there is room for an inquiry. It is rather
a large order to suggest that in the last see-
81021 of Parliament this House should be
asked to say it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to bring in. a Workers' Compensation
B~ill wh ich will necessitate the starting by
the Government of a scheme for State insur-
ance. The hon; member must know that to
carry out a measure of this kind it is cer-
tainly necessary to give satisfaction to all
concerned and- to meet all the needs of the
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ease. It is not easy to bring forward hur-
riedly legislation which some people may say
is passed because the general elections are
coming on, especially legislation which will
to some extent be affected by that fact. In
dealing with. such am important measure,
calm consideration must be given to it, and
the full facts must be ascertained before a
Bill can be passed to meet the fall needs of
the situation. On the eve of the termintionx
of this Parliament I do not think the House
will readily sanction the inauguration of any
scheme for State insurance. This is a matter
of vital importance, anmd one which requires
the most mature consideration. *The hon.
member also dealt with many other matters
in his speech, and handled his subject in a
very lucid manner. He desires, amongst other
things, to amend the definition of ''worker'';
in other words, he desires to widen the
scope of the Act. As hou. members are
aware, the definition of the word
"worker'' does not apply to everyone.
It applies, at any rate, to nmost people, in re-
ceipt of wages under £300 a year; but there
are two classes which I1 think the mover de-
sikes particularly to introduce, and thoem are
tributers and contractors.

Mr. Munsie: -And domestic servants; three
classes.

.Mr. Hudson: Are not they under the Act
now?

The, ATTORNEY GENERAL: Most of
them are. However, that is only a matter of
detail, which I will not labour at the present
time.

Mr. Munsie: They are not included now.
The, ATTORNEY GENERAL: When we

are dafling with insurance, it must he rememif-
bered that the basis of the Workers' Coin-
petisation Act was that a man who was not
working for his own advantage, who was
working to earn profit for an employer, and.
who had no -interest -in that profit but was
iirnply i receipt of wages, should in fairness
if an accident happened to him while carry-
ing out that employment, be compensated
by his employer. That was the general prin-
ciple of the Workers' Compensation Act. That
amountsi to saying that nothing could be done
as regards the entail contractor and the
tributer. -Let we point -out that a con-
tractor is not a servant mid is not under
a master 's orders, -but is his own mabter. He
is* therefore not running 'the sme risk as a
emp.loyee. -More than that, the' contractor
depends upon the profits which he expects
to make from his job for his livelihood. The
same'thing applies largely to a tributer. So

it when wei look upon the first -piinciples
upon 1which. the Workers' Compensation Act
is based, there iii a difference between a hri-
buter and -a contractor on the one hand, and
the, ordinary workman on the other. I men-
tion that, to showr that this is one of those
ease in which we shiall have to. be .very care-
ful indeed . before we introduce amending

legilstion. to include such. people in the -de-

finitio of the word ''worker.'"- There was
another matter -dealti with by the mover, and

that was the question of the date upon which
incapacity would start. In the legislation
not only of this State hut of other States
it was recognised at first that the measure
ought not to cover slight injuries; and there-
fore various periods were fixed during which
the worker had no claim for compensation.
Again, another reason was assigned for this;
and that was that if a certain period was
allowed to elapse before a man could claim
compensation, there would he less malinger-
ing. At the present time, I believe, Queens-
land allows only three days during which no
compensation can be claimed. In this State
the period is seven days.

Mr. Munsie:. But a worker has to be off
for a fortnight before he can claim those
seven days.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL.: That is a
matter which I dare say further inquiry will
show to be capable of some adjustment. Cer-
tainly it is a matter which requires looking
into. Another matter brought forward by
the member for- Hananas was -the question
of a lump sum settlement. The report of the
select committee of 1911-and this was not
a minority report, hut the report of the chair-
man of the committee, although -the member
for Eannans may have differed from it-
said on this point--

The committee recommend that either the
employer or the worker should be enabled
to apply to the court to fix a definite sum
as the full amount of compensation, and the
court should be empowered in its discre-
tion to fix that sum, and, if necessary, to
order the investment of it. -

That is the report of the select committee of
1911.-

Mr. Muraie: Yes, and -we hare not yet got
that in the Act. . -

I -The ATTORNEY GENERAL. Whether
that provision was in the ll of 1911 T do
not kniow.-

Mr. Munsie ± It was, but it was defeated
up above.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There are
further matters which will it -any rate re-
quire a good deal of technical knowledge as
td th& working of the Act, when we come to
the gehedules. The schedules, as hoa. main.
berm know, deal with various matters such as
the ambunt of compensation payable at
death, the amnount of compensation for par-
tial incapacity, the method of assessing corn-
pdnsation in nccordancee wtih .the average
weekly earnings, the' m~edical expenses in-
curred, -the percentage of weekly earnings
according to the portion of the anatomy
which 'may happen tb be mentioned in Selhed-
ule; 2 - and which has been injured. I1
do not think it has been found the
schedules have worked in an entirely satis-
factory manner, and.- I am certainly of
opinion that evidence could be obtained upon
which- useful amendments, as regards those

-schedules could. be framed. We. shall cer-
tainly wsnt evidence from persons who have
-had experience in the settlement of claim
under the Acts I daresay the friendly socie-
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tics could also give us some information, andi
I think valuable data could also be obtained
from the insurance eompaies--fron the in-
surance companies, indeed, rather than from
the employers. Bat the whole point I desire
to make at present is that, as far as I can
learn, there is not information in the posses-
sion of the Government which would enable
them to draft a satisfactory Bill to generally
settle this matter. Personally, I regret that
the bon, member, instead of bringing for-
ward this motion, did not ask that a select
committee should be appointed to inquire
iut 'the working of the. Workers' Compensa-
tion. Act. There are some things, of course,
upon which we have evidence already. 1. say
frankly that I do not think we shall get
miuch information which will be of service to
us as regards industrial diseases. Fortun-
ately or unfortunately, industrial disease in
this State is confined to practically one clas

-.of workqrs. Very unfortunately, the disease
in question is a very serious one. We know
that. We do not require information upon
that But we might possibly get information
.as,. o how the insurance companies in 1920

-.view ipsuranee of this nature. Certainly in
1911 they would have very little to do with
it. *Whether .tbeir experience of *the work-
mng of industrial diseases insurance in other
countries has caused 'them to alter their

* methods, I amn not aware. The, mover seems
to think it has not. .He may be right; pro-
bably he- is. Butjlf at thin stage the bon.
member, or any other member, would sug-
gest that a select committee should be ap-
pointed. to go into the working of the Act, a
great deal of valuable information would
probably be obtained, and of that infornia-
tioiz good would ultimately coma. It is really
ailmoest impossible at this late stage to bring
forward a Bill. which will meet the case in
its entirety. In the session of 1911, which
was the last session of a Parliament, a select
committee was appointed; and although I
was not a member -of Parliament ini the fol-
'lowing session'I have no hesitation in saying
-'that'the inforimation obtained by that select
committee 'w" of considerable use to the
*Government- then id -power in the drafting
'of their Bill. The Government may not have
agreed 'witW- all-the 'evidence, or with L] the
findings; but I have no hesitation in saying

--that -the evidence and the findings must have
been of considerable use to -them. It appears
to me, almost impossible at the present time
:tb bring in a Bill which will -really meet the
case and amend the Act in -A satisfactory
'mranner. At the same time, i am quite pre-
pared to admit that -I think the Act is capa-
ble of being made much more' satisfactory
to all pal-ties concerned.

-Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn). r8.55J: At the
outset, -J desire to .,ay that . Iam in entire
sympathy with the hon. memiber who has
ijipred -this -.motion. Thcre is a crying need
for asmepdment -of - the - Workers'I Compensa-
tion Act. nod I think that has been admitted
by the Attorney General. The hen, gentle-

man, however, raised the point that this o-
flon has been sprung upon him by way of
surprise, and that it has been nmoved at such
a late hour as not to afford the Government
an opportunity to bring down a Bill of a
sufficiently comprehensive nature to deal with
the question in a proper mnne]'. Indeed,
the Attorney General says that there should
,be an exhaustive inquiry into the various
points! raised by the mover. The Attorney
General suiggests the appointment of a select
committee to inquire before a measure is pre-
pared. But I would like to remind him that
during tim last session of this Parliament
this same subject came up for discussion on
a motion by the hen. mnember for Pilbara
(M1fr. U~nderwood), "That in the opinion of
this House it is desirable that the Govern-
ment establish a general insurance fund in
Connection with the Workers' Compensation
Act''" After some - discussion -the member
for Hannans movyed an amendment, "And
that the Act should be amended to include
industrial diseases.", Both the amendment
and the motion were carried, and therefore
the Attorney General cannot complain of any
surprise having been sprung upoinn him during
this session in connection. with the matter.
He received last session n emphatic in~tinma-
tion from members of this ChaLmber thiat it
was their desire that the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act should be amended in the direction
of the State providing an insurance fund,
and also in the direction of including indus-
trial disease within its scope. The whole
subject of the Workers' Compensation Act
came up for discussion on that occasion. The
Attorney General had that direction from
this Chamber. He had no direction to biing
in a Bill dealing with dentists, or a BiUl delesi-
ing with architects, or any- of those trumpery
measures, as I may term them in comparison
with so important a subject as workers' com-
pensation. But he sat upon his instructions
for the whole of the eight months of the re-
cess, and brought forward a Dentists' Bill
and an Architects' Bill; and, now he says
that thift question of amending the Workers'
Compensation Act comes upon him as a. sur-
prise. - . . -

Mr. Munsie, On what date were that mo-
tion and that amendment- carriedI -

Mr. fUlDSON: On the'let October,. 019,
take a keen interest in the Worhirs' Comi-

pensation Act, but nothing can be gained
by a long discussion at this stage on the
points which* have been so lucidly explained
to us by the mover of the mtotion.. Howevedr,
there is 'a necessity, and a crying necessity,
for- amendment of the-Act A nbnber of
anomalies have arisen in the practice which
has obtained in the settlement of disputes
under the Act. and those. anomalies should be
removed in the interests of both employer
and worker. .The Act, is.-essentially one for
the benefit, of -the*- workers. That has been
held to be so by the leading authorities en
the English bench, and the judges at Hlome,
where there has. been a doubt, haft fraijied

* tleir decisions with due regard, to the. coni-
sideration that this is an Act for thie bene*L
of the workers. In my opinion legislationA
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should have been introduced this session to
rbmove the anomalies, which are known to
exist. It is all very wvell for the Attorney
General to say that he did not know
of those anomalies. Those who practise
the legal profession know of them
from day to day. We had one of thenm
in 'the High Court only last week. More-
over, there have been appeals under the
Act in our State courts. Every employer
and everyone associated with the employers,
and likewise everyone associated with the
workers, knows what difficulties are arising
from day to day in connection with the
operation of this Act, and that the need for
attention by the Legislature is daily becom-
ing more pronounced.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: They will not forget
the High Court case.

Mr. HUDSON: That was an unsatisfac-
tory ease. It was almost as bad as the other
decisions they gave. There were two on the
One side and two on the other, and this one
which they gave left us practically where we
were. It is when we find the High Court in
difficulty as to the interpretation of the Act
that we should take up the measure and
render it more easily understandable
and, workable. The Attorney General
has referred to the select committee of
.1911 which inquired into the subject of
industrial diseases and . other amend-
meats -contained in a measure which- I
as a private member brought down. The
Attorney General spoke of the decisions
arrived at by that committee. But I was
then speaking from the opposite side of the
House, and at the second reading stage, when
it was resolved by those in opposition to the
measure to refer it to a select committee.
The effect of that reference to a select com-
mittee was to so delay the Bill as to prevent
its being carried that session. I referred to
the matter in that -way because I wanted it
to be understood that the decisions arrived
at were ndt the unanimous decisions of
members of that committee. It has been-
the duty of the Government during the last
12 months to make themselves acqueibted
with the operation of the A~tj anad in my
opinion a measure, even at this late stage,
should be brought down.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chain)]

M r. CHESSON (Cue) E9.2J: I support
the motion. I think legislation should be
brought down to amend the Workers'r Com-
pensation -Act. It can only be put on a
satisfactory basis by incorporating a scheme
for compulsory insurance, such as is con-
tained in the Queensland Act. Under the
Queensland Act in the ease of death the do-
pendants receive £600, and in case of total
incapacity £750 is paid. Moreover, indus-
trisil diseases are-provided for. State insur-
ance in Queensland shows a profit of £E53.000
dulig the first year. The member for Han-
saws .(Mr. Munsie) pointed out that when
the. Tyanhoe Venture company. took over ip-

suranee in the second year of the Act they
set aside £10,000 for the purpose of insur-
ance; and after four years' operation they
paid back that £10,000 and in addition showed
a profit of £40,000. I think that an injured
worker should receive not less than 75 per
cent, of his earnings. At presofit a worker
incapacitated receives only 50 per cent.

Mr. Mun sic: And that only up to £4
weekly.

Mr. OBTESSON: That is so.. If he is re-
ceiving over £6 per week he is outside the
scope of the Act. When a worker is laid off
through an injury his expenses, by reason-
of the provision of doctor and medicine, are
much greater than usual, while his earnings
ane reduced by 50 per cent. Any lisease aris-
ing out of the calling of the worker should
be classed as an accident. We see young am
after a few years of employment in the deep
mines gradually falling away, and in a few
years' -. time they arc to be found in thle
sanatorium. In most Instances the whole of
the trouble is caused by bad ventilation. If
wd made provision for industrial diseases it
would be to the interest of the employer to
provide better, ventilation. While provision
is made for an injured pecrson, there is no
provision for a worker stricken down by
miner's phthisis. Usually that man -is sevejal
years in dying, and when he has gone no pro-
vision is made for his dependants. Pay-
ment of compensation should start from the
dlay of the accident. If the incapacity -lasts

for less than two weeks, no compensation
is payable for the first week, In other words,
a man has to be off for six clear days -before

he receives any compensation. If a man earn-
ing £4 per week is off for eight days he ip
entitled to l3s. 4d. Since the Act was passed
in 1912 an increased call has been made on
the friendly societies and en the miners' ac-
cident fund. This is the result of men not
being entitled to compensation from the day
of injury. Inmany eases it has led to mal-
ingering. If a an earning £4 weekly is off
for a week it pays him to stop off for a
second week. It means that for the seconid
week he will receive f4, while if he belongs
to the miners' union he will receive accident
pay as well. It naturally follows that a man
will take -advantage of this. I am confident
that the insurance companies would be pre-
pared to co-operate with the workers with a
view to amending the Act so as to provide
that compensation should start from the day
of the accident. A worker in receipt of £6
weekly is outside the scope of the Act. Wages
have gone up since the Act was passed. To-
day £6 per week is not equal to £4 at the
passing of the Act. Therefore every worker
should be included in the compensation pay,
irrespective of what he in receiving in wages.
I with other members on this side introduced
to the Premier a deputation consisting of de-
legates representing the Independent Order
of Oddfellows. Here is a pamphlet contain-
ing figures which were used by tljpt deputa-
tion, showing how the working of the Act
affects the accident fund on the goldfields-
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The present Compensation Act came into
operatioii in 1912, and I have appended
a list -showing the amount of accident pay
paid by- the Day Dawn miners union for a
period of two years before the existence of
the, present Act and the first and second
year of its operation. In 1910, average-
number of members per month 275;
amount of accident pay par year, £262 7s.
-6d.; 1911, members, 286, pay, £262
17s. Od,; 1912, members, 189; pay, £191
79. 6d.; 1913, members 175, pay £279 10s.
These payments are made at the rate of
30s, per week, and if you -will observe as
the years go on there is a large falling off
in the membership and an abnormal in-
crease in the amount of accident pay in
1013. Re the year 1912, those figures are
only for about nine or tea months, as the
mine was almost entirely idle for about two
or three months on account of shortage of
firewood; or the decrease in that year I
am sure would not have been so percept-
ibls, and la the next two years
1914 and -1915, the number of
payments were so excessive that we
were compelled to reduce the allowance
from 30s. to 20s. per -week. I will now
give you a list of the various amounts paid,
or rather the number of payments made
during. the four years in question, rang-
ing from three days and upwards, as tol-
lows:-In 1910, three days and less than
one week 16, one week 11, one week and
over and not twro weeks 15, two weeks and
over and not serious cases 18. In. 1911, the
figures were, 19, 20, 12, 19; in 1912 the
figures were 211, 7,' 20, 19; and in 1913 the

.figures were 21, 7, 27, 29. These figures
show that the men werek beginning to under-
stand the working of the Act, and as it
has affected our accident- fund on the gold-
fields, so it has affected our lodge fund.
From conversations I have- had with the
moine, managers and the agents of insurance
companiee, I sin sure that if an effort was
miade to have this section of the Compen-
sation Act amended, there would not be
the organised opposition which has existed
heretofore..-

These figures were qouted by the deputation,
who went into the matter very thoroughly.
I am quite sure they convinc~ed th Preamier
that . there was room for an amend-
mient of the Act in the directionin
ditated. They wished for an amend-
mnent which would safeguard their fund.
They are suffering, the same as the,
miners in their accident fund. The main-
her for flannans referred to I"the right to sue
for a lump sum. We have always contended
that the' employee should have this right.
which under the Act only the emplojer is en-
titled ti. I im. thoroughly in accord with the
defitiftion. of worker provided in. the 'Queens-
land Act. That definition covens all classes'
of" worker, and our Act should be broadened
in -the'sawis w4y It may, as the' Attrney
General siys, b .rather late to s'ubmit. a Bil

.o1 thii-description, but it should not be too

late to ask Parliament to carry one
or two of the more important amend:
wents so as to bring the legislation
into line with that which exists ini
Queensland. The Attorney Gemeral told
us there was no demand. for an amend-
ment ot the Workers' Compensation Act.. 1I
would remind him that only last year a big
conference took place at which all the em-
ployees of the State were represente, and
one of the subjects that was gone into thor-
oughly was that dealing with workers' com-
pensation, and it was decided that amend-
meats should be sought on' the lines of those
contained in the Queensland Act. On the
goldfields this is the one burning question,
especially as it relates to diseases arising
from the occupation of mining. The men
engaged in this industry see what is hap-
pening around tlhemi, and they are desirous
that miner's phithisis should be included in
the schedule, so that something might be
done for those people who are stricken down
by the disease, or if not for themn, then for
their dependants.

Mr. LU 'TEY (Bro'wnhill-Ivanhoe) [9.183]
1 support the motion which was so ably
moved by the member f or Hannans, (Mr.
liunsie). T do not intend to traverse the
whole question in as exhaustive a manner
as the member for Hannans did, but I wish
to say that I wasi somewhat surprised at
the Attorney Gezieral suggesting that the
demand for this legislation had been sud-
denly sprung on the House. The subject has
been referred to time after time, and one
would have thought, with the long vacation
the Government have had, that questions of
industrial importance, especially at a time
of industrial unrest like the present, would
have received urgent attention. We find,
however, that there is no mention of any
such -proposed legislation, or indeed legisla-
tion of any nature dealing with industrial
questions. The member for Hannans should
be commended foxr suibmitting the motion,
"not only. by the Labour organisations but
othdrs as well. These bodies have repeatedly
asked that an zmendruent of this Act should
bo made. The member for Cue (Mr. Ches-
son) referred to the deputation of Oddfel-
lows who waited on the Premier the oth~r
day. I was one of that deputation, and
figures of a convincing nature to show why
the Act shonid be amended were submitted.
Onge important amend ment which is needed
is that which deals with the date on which,
paynent shall commence. We have con-
tended for years past, and in fact it was in
the original Bill which was passed by the
Labour Government through this House, that
payments should conimene on ike day . Of'
the accident. If I remember rightly it was
My. Moss in another place who 'succeeded in
putting through an amendment which put
us In the -position we find, ourselves in to-
day, and at that tiznh it was contended, by
Labour. members that what was 'dime was
wrong. I feel sure'the i~sersnee coinpanies
and the mining companies,' having had ax-,
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perience extending over some years,
-are convinced that the Act as it
stands leads to malingering and depletes
the funds, not only of the friendly
societies' organisations, but of the mining
companies as well. The Premier was
convinced the other day by the figures which
were- presented to him, and I understood -him
to say. that he would do his utmost to sub-
mit an amending Bill this session. T~he At-
torney General spoke of hurried legislation
and said that to submit such a Bill at the
-present stage would amount to that, but if
any blamce is to be. attached to anyone, it
should, belong to the Government for not
having an amending Bill ready to submit to
Parliament when. it first met. However, I
hope the House will agree to the, motion.
If a Bill is presented and it is agreed to,
it will be of advantage to the workers
throughout the State. generally and placing
it on the Statute-book will redound to the
credit of the Government.

flon. W. C. A&NGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.24J: I had not intended saying
anything in connection with this matter but
for the statement made by the Attorney Gen-
eral. That hon. gentleman is generally very
fair in regard to any matter that he has to
submit to the Chamber, hut to-night he went
tor, far and spoke in a way that was not
characteristic of him. It was in 1912 that
the Workers' Compensation Act was passed
through Parliament. The Government which
put it through were in existence for only
three sessions after passing .the Act
and the consequence was 'that thd
Act had very little trial during the
period of the administration of the Labour
Government. If the Bill which was intro-
duced into this Chamber by the Labour Gov-
ernment had passed through Parliament, in
all probability there would have been no
necessity, even at . this stage, to request
the Attorney General to submit an amending
measure. We must realise that as time ad-
vances things improve, and we know well that
the Workers' Compensation Act when passed
iii 1912 and which fixed the amount of com-
pensation at £800 is not a suitable measure
at the present time, inasmuch as in view of
the altered condition of things the amount of
V100 in those days was equivalent to what
£600 would be to-day. The Statute we are
working under to-day has become almost a
dead letter. It has been proved unworkable
in several directions as the member for Yil-
gan has said, not only to the employees but
also to the employers. In my opinion, if an
amending measure is submitted; the Govern-
ment should take on State insurance with it.
It 'is not fair to compel the employer to pro-
vide certain compensation under an - Act of
Parliament, and also to compel that em-
ployer to pay a higher rate of insurance to
private companies. There can be no greater
evidence in favour of the advisability of the
State carrying on their own'insurancee busi-
ness in connection with workers' compensa-
tim, than the existing fund. There is no

necesit torefer to what has taken place in
QueenslandT or anywhere else. For the past
four or five years the State has been'setting
aside as a premium oniithird less than that
paid by private employers to insurance com-

panesan afermeeting all claim from the
fund ein eisene there is to-day a surplus
of approximately U0,000.

Mr. Pickering: They do not include miners'
diseases.

lHon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, but a third
less than the premiums paid to insurance
companies is paid into this fund. If the fall
premiums were paid there would be sufficient
to meet every claim, including claims for
miners' diseases. At the time this fond wasi
inaugurated there was a Government in
power which was employing thousands of men.
The position is very different to-day. Hon.
members have impressed on the Attorney
General the urgent need to amend the exist-
ing Act, and the Attorney General replied
that be did not believe in hasty legislationf.
If my memory serves me rightly, we passed
a Bill through Parliament that the Legisla:,
tire Assembly should dissolve on the Slat
January. There is plenty of time between
nosy and the 31at January in which to intro-
duce an amendment to the Wokes Com-
pensation Act. The session is still young and
we still have a number of important Bills to
come before us. As a matter of fact, many
important Bills have been brought down at
a much later date than the present. We hive
yet to deal with important measures, and we
have not heard a word about them so far.

Mr. Munsie: They introduced a Land Act
Amendment Bill much later than this last
session.

Hon. W. C: ANOWIN: A Bill to amend
the Workers' Compensation Act would not
take a greater length of time to prepare than
a Bill, say, to amend the Wheat Marketing
Act. The health of an important section of
the community, that section which is engaged
in the mining industry, is concerned, and the
Goverment-tell us they cannot find time to
introduce legislation which affects the sub-
ject. It would% not be regarded as hasty
legislation if we put through a Bill at any
period between the present time~ and the close
of the session. If I were as, convinced as
the Attorney General is of the necessity for
submitting an amendment to the Workers'
Compensation Act, and if I had. his ability,
I can assure hon. members that I would not
allow many days to elapse before intro-
ducing a Bill. What is required is the
desire.

Mr. Pickering: The -data.-
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Government

are in possession of all the data -which is
necessary. Their own insurance office will
give themn that. Those people have been deal-
ing -with compensation ever since they estab-
lished their own fund. I hope the Attorney
General will realise that there is sufhciant
time in which to introduce the measure and
that .he will do so this session.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) 19.30]: 1-am
very sorry that some members on the Gov-
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eminent side of the House are not in a -po-

sition to support the *motion, because this is
a question which affects more than one aide
of the House; It affects the representatives
of the farmers and it aff ects the city in-
terests. It is as vital to them as members
on this side of the House, because it means
a measure of Justice which is recognised not
only in this State, but in every State of Aus-
tralia. I congratulate the member for Hannans
(Mr. Munsie)' 6n the excellent speech he
made when he introduced this motion. -No one
will dispute his argument that the Bill 'is a
very urgent one, and that this House ought
to immediately take the matter in hand. r
was' rather surprised at the Attorney Gen-
eral 'a statement that there was no demand
fbr' this measure, that the Labour party had
been in -office for some years and had not
passed such a measure. What has that to do
with the med The demand for legislation
may arise at any moment, and circumstances
have so altered affairs in Western Australia
during the last few years that much legisla-
tion is now required which a few years ago
was not required. The fact is that several
members of the Labour party did desire to
introduce a Bill, but they could not get it
through. If nothing has been done during
the years of war, the reason is that the
party on this side of the House has been too
small* to exorcise any influence on the legis-
lation of this House. The fact that a Labour
Government did not succeed in passing the
measure is no excuse why the present Gov-
ernment should not pass one. As to there
being no public demand for it, there has pos-
sibly been no demand by those interests re-
presented by the Attorney Generall in his pri-
vate capacity as a solicitor. Rather would
there be a determination on their part to
evade such legislation. While I do not wish
to insinuate, I cannot help thinking, when
I recollect some of the incidents 'which have
occurred in this Hoduse, that members are
often inflenced not so much by the public
interests, as by the interests they serve. in
their private businesses. I had that brought
home t9 me when I moved a motion in re-
gard to acquiring the pastoral areas of the
Murchison. gouies members of this House
were then more, energetic than I have, ever
seenthem in any capacity, not in looking
after the city interests they represent here,
but in looking after people with whom they
have dealings in their private capacity. .If
the Attorney General had made himself ac-
quainted with passing events, he wvould have
known that the workers of this State have
been clamouring for this Bill I or years past.,
Special conferences have been called to de-
mand the passing of this measure and to-
day the Sill is the more urgent, because many
of the workers who came under the operations
of tbe Act originally are no longer qualified
to avail themselves of its benefits. The cost
of living has necessitated an increase in
wages to many of the workers of the State.

The Colonial Secretary: Three hundred
pounds a year is nearly £1 a day.

Mr. TROT: In the back country there
are many men earning 17s. a day. -

*The Colonial Secretary: Three hundred
pounds is more than 17s. a day.
* Mr. TROT: These men are compelled to
work on Sunday because they are engaged on
a continuous process. They do not desire it
but, in order to keep the machinery going,
they must work on Sunday. It was stressed
by the employers in the Arbitration Court
that, if the men did not work on Sunday, the
industry would not pay. These men draw
17s. a day for seven days in the week, which
amounts to over £300 a year. These men are
compelled to work on Sunday, and yet they
are denied the protection of this measure.
This state of affairs is due to the fact that
men's wages have increased owing to the
high cost of living, though economically the
workers are no better off than before.

-MT. Hickmott: Notso well off.
Mr. TROT: This has necessitated a meass-

ure of the kind indicated in the motion of
the member for Bannas, even if there has
been no other public clamnour for' it. It is
argued that there is no time tb introduce such
a measure. There never will be Lime while
the Attorney General is on the Treasury
Bench, because he is not in favour of legis-
lation of this descripotion. The Attorney
General argued that the Labour party had
never attempted to introduce such a measure.
Then he argued that there was no public de-
mand for it, and then he concluded that a
Bill of this kind was absolutely necessary.
To say the least of it; his arguments were-
remarkable. Let us take the Notice Paper
and examine the Hills that appear there.
There ha. been no public clamnour for an
Architects' Bifl, no public clamour for a
Dentists' Bill or for a Building Societies'
Bill,' Coroners' Bill, Broome Rates Validating
Bill or High School Act Amendment Bill.
There, has been no public clamour for two-
thirds of the Bills on the file, and it, would
make very little difference to the community
if those Bills were never considered at all.
Apparently there is time to consider them,
and yet there is no time to consider a Bill
of such importance as the one indicated in
the motiolt is to the workers of this State.
If the Government brought forward 'a mea.
sure of this kind, they would be doing valu-
able work in the direction of instituting a
system of compulsory State insurance. They
would be initiating a very fine principle which
would be in the best interests of the State.
r referred last evening to the waste, expense
and burden of the insurance companies now
operating in this State. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. 'Angwin)
has given evidence and facts regarding what
has been accomplished by the State insuring
its owni employees. Here is a principle
which might well be adopted and carried to
fruition by the present Government with ad-
vantage to themselves and benefit to the State.
I support the motion, bemuse it is nearly
time that wime' interests other than *rIcu-
bimal received] consideration from the Governl-
ment. There are other interests to be con-
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sidered apart from those represented by
members on the Government side of the
Rouse. Surely the vast army of workmen,
silently carrying on their work under bad
conditions, are entitled to consideration. Ap-
parently they are shut out from all considera-
tion by this Chamber. No measure is passed
for their alleviation._ Measures are promptly
introduced for primary industries, but the
gieat majority 6f the men who do the bur-
densome, the laborious, the dangerous and the -
unhealthy work in this State receive no con-
sideration from this House. We members on
this side of the House are discontented with
the prdient state of affairs. We are not look-
ing for kudos in this matter. I think we
have got past that stage3 it is not Worth
troubling about. We are looking for some
immediate consideration for the great mass
of the people represented by this side of the
M ouse, and also by the other side of the
.-House to sonie degree, who have been ill eon-
sidered during the last few years. I urge the
Government therefore to give favourable con-
sideration to the motion.

I On motion by Mr: Pickering, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.39 p.m.
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QUESTIONI-FARLIKMENT HOUSE,
DAMAGE BY WHXITE ANTS.

-- Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is be aware that white ants have
destroyed a box frame in the temporary
portion of Parliament House on the South

* front? 2, In view of the fact that the frani-

ig is of Oregon piae, might it not reason-
ably be assumed that considerable damage
has occurred thereto, and that there is a
danger of the end work and staircase col-
lapsing?

-The MIN1STER FOR WORKS repliedrn.
1, Yes. 2, No,

QUESTION-PU6BLIC SERVICE, OVER-
TIME RATES.-

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1, Is lie
aware -that the -rates for overtime paid to
a number of civil servants are less than the
rates paid for ordinary office hours? 2,
Will he issue instructions that this anomaly
be corrected, and that the amounts so short
paid be recouped to the employees as from
1st July last?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The rates of
overtime paid to officers under the Public
Service Act are those fixed by regulation,
and although in a few instances these are
less than the rate of salary paid, they are
higher in other. cases. 2, The necessity, or
otherwise, of amending the rates of pay for
overtime is already being considered by the
Public Service Commissioner.

QUESTION-AMUSEMENTS TAX,
Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: 1,

Have the Government noticed that the Fed-
eral Government have decided to reduce the
tax on amusements? 2, Will the Government
consider the advisability of introducing a
State tax on amusements to at least the ex-
tent of the reductions made in the existing
Federal tax?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, 2, The
Government will give consideration to- the
matter.

QUESTION-NORTH-WEST DEVELOP-
ME$T.-

Mr. ANGELO asked the Premier: 1, Has
he noticed the statement in last Friday's
''West Australian,"' that the Hon. George
Miles, MU).., was proceeding to the Eastern
States "to interview the Prime Minister on
the subject of proceeding with the railways
in the far North in order to link up with ex-
isting lines"?! -2, 1Ia Mr. Miles pr6ceeding as
a representative of the State Government, or
has his mission in any way been accredited
by the State Gp' vernment? 3, If so, what is the

*nature of the credentials furnished him and
which railways is be J o advocate? 4, Will-
the Premier request the Minister for the
North-West to submit a policy for the de-
velopment of, the North to be discussed and
approved of by the State Legislature be-
fore anyt representations are made to the
Federal Governent?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, No.
3 and 4, Answered by No. 2.


